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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE 


To acourse of Anatomy, in the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, by Wittsam E. Horyer, M. D. Professor of 
Anatomy; delivered November 7th, 1831, and pub- 
lished at the request of the Medical Class. 


GrentLemEen,—Called unexpectedly to the entire per- 
formance of the duties of a most important department of 
medical education in this school, and so immediately on 
the footsteps ofan illustrious predecessor, whose course 
has been marked by a well-earned, singular, and unri- 
valled public approbation, and whose reputation has 


have had such prodigious and unexpected results al- 
ready, thatno one pretends now to foretel their limits. 
With these preliminaries, I proceed to the proposed 
discussion. 

The foundation of the chair of anatomy in this school, 
was laid in the year 1762, by Dr. William Shippen, who 
then delivered a private course on anatomy, toa class 
of twelve or fifteen students. These lectures were con- 
tinued for three years, when, in 1765, Dr. John Mor- 
gan, having laid before the trustees of the College of 
Philadelphia, a plan for a medical school, was appointed 
forthwith,professor of the theory and practice of medicine. 


added lustre to the annals of his coungry, I amsensible | Dr. Shippen got an appointment almost immediately 
of the difficulties and responsibilities of my position, | afterwards,as Professor of anatomy, surgery,and midwife- 
and consequently, of the necessity ofa diligent and anx- | ry, and then lectured regularly every year, till his duties 
ious application to its engagements. Though familiar- | were interrupted in 1775, by the troubles of our revolu- 


ized to them by fifteen years or more of labor, yet when 
my mind reverts to the names of Shippen, Wistar, Dor- 
sey, Physick, professors of the same branch, and men 
whose understandings and talents have had extraordina- 
ry natural endowments; the recollection, however well 
it may be suited to excite my emulation, becomes also 
a cause ofno small solicitude. Highly gratified as they 
all have been, and felicitous in the application of their 
knowledge to public instruction, they have left exam- 
ples which all may honourably endeavor to imitate, but 
only a few can hope to rival. 

In reflecting on the train of events which has brought 
me to this responsible station, and in comparing the 
humble beginning of the chair of anatomy, with its pre- 
sent noble accommodations, and abundant resources of 

reparations and of subjects, it has occurred to me, that 
it would be entertaining and instructive to us all, to in- 
quire into the steps by which it has reached its actual 
eminence. To commemorate the labors of those who 
have laid the foundation of, and preceded us in an use- 
ful and successful enterprise, is both a debt of gratitude 
to them, and a valuable lesson to others, and is perhaps 








tionary war. At this time his class was from thirty to 
forty. In 1778, he resumed his lectures, since which 
the course on anatomy has been annually delivered. 

To appreciate the merit of this incipient enterprise 
| of Dr. Shippen, and of its success, we must remember 
how scanty and scattered was the population of the Bri- 
tish provinces of North America, how little intercourse 
the latter had with each other, and how few alliances 
with the province of Pennsylvania. We are also to re- 
member the filial and hereditary veneration with which 
all looked to Great Britain, and the supposed impossi- 
bility of so elevated a science as medicine, being taught 
here, in a rude and infant condition of society, with any 
degree of justness and efficiency. To these difficulties 
may be added the inveterate hostility with which all 
unimproved communities, view the cultivation of anato- 
my by dissection. Itis not our business at present, to in- 
quire whether this sentiment has a rational or a supersti- 
tious foundation, the fact equally remains in history, that 
mankind inallages, have felt it asacrilege, to violate in 
this way, the bodies of the dead, and in their penal en- 
actments have frequently placed it on a footing with the 


at no time, more salutary than when on the eve of a/ most atrocious crimes. Such then was the situation of 
similar career ourselves, we desire to be regulated by | Dr. Shippen, in 1762, with the prejudices of the people 
those principles and motives of action, which have been | strongly against his vocation, and laws equally discour- 
80 fruitful in good results. Almost every incident con- | aging, which, by their severe application, might at any 
nected with them has an historical interest, under such | time compromit his liberty and property. The per- 
considerations—we were pleased to learn the manner of | sons of the present day can only form a very inadequate 
their education—the degree of aptitude which in early | conception of the difficulties which surrounded him, but 
life, they may have exhibited for the subject of their | happily the man was suited to a task, than which few 
subsequent renown; the actual phase or condition of | things, in the language of his biographer, Dr. Wistar, 
society at the time, whether it was ripe for the reception | ‘* require more knowledge of human nature, and great- 
of an improved state of things; and the moral and physi- | er powers of accommodation to the feelings of the 
cal difficulties of the enterprise. A judgment upon | heart.” 

events, modified by these circumstances, is the philoso-| Dr. Shippen seems to have been intended by nature, 
phy of history, the scale by which we may appreciate | to lay the corner-stone of the immense edifice of medi- 
justly, great men, and great enterprises, and attribute | cine, which has since been erected in this country. 
an exact degree of credit to each. From the incessant- | Aged twenty-six, at the period alluded to, uncommonly 
ly progressive state of human knowledge, and the ge- | perfect in his form, and engaging in his aspect; hig man- 
neral improvement which is evidently occurring in the | ners were those of a finished gentleman; his enuneation 
condition of society, by the enlargement of the human | was fine; his temper invariably sprightly and good; 
mind, justice requires that the merit of each should | could neither be excited by rancour, nor rendered sul- 
be estimated by its opportunities. The ball of Ealus of |len and morose by opposition. Dr. Wistar’s account 
the ancients, and Papin’s digester, are each deserving | of him, states, that ‘‘in his intercourse with men, he 
of our recollection, from being the early linksin the se- | was perfectly at ease with the most stately—he could 
ries of experiments which finally led Watt to the con- | converse with the most ignorant, so as to make them 
struction of the steam-engine, and Fulton, to the appli- \ easy, but without affecting ignorance himself—and he 
cation of the latter to mamgrtion: conceptions which ' could mix with the lowest orders in society, without im. 

Vor. X. 
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posing a painful restraint upon them, while he preserv- | windows of the carriage being up,they were speedily 
ed the manners of a well-bred gentleman. He was also | demolished with stones, and a musket ball was shot 
patticularly agreeable to young people.””* Besides these | through the body of the carriage; the coachman appli- 
personal accomplishments, Dr. Shippen had a hereditary ed the whip to his horses, and only saved himself and 
claim on the acquaintance and good will of the inhabi- | his vehicle, by a ranid retreat under a shower of mis- 
tants of this city. His great-grandfather, Edward Ship- | siles. The Doctor hearing the uproar, ascertained its 
pen, in consequence of a very pressing invitation from the | cause, and extricated himself through a private alley. 5 
first governor, Penn, had left Boston, the original place As a public lecturer, Dr. Shippen was unrivalled in “9 
of his abode, after sailing from England, and had associ- | this country, in the days of his strength. At the age of i 
ated his fortunes with the infant colony of Pennsylvania. | eighteen, at a public commencement in Princeton, his , 
His services had been most conspicuous and useful, for | natural talents in elocution, produced so strong an im- 
he had filled successively, almost all the important offi-| pression on the celebrated’ preacher Whitfield, that he 
ces of government, and had contributed greatly, to the | complimented him publicly, in declaring that he had 2 
improvement of the city. Dr. Shippen’s father had | never heard better speaking; and subsequently, Whit- ; 
also been favourably known tothe inhabitants, asa prac- ) field urged it on him, to devote himself to the pulpit. Hf 
titioner of medicine. When this talent became disciplined and matured by 
To the personal advantages stated, and those of ex-| age and experience, the testimony of his pupils who 
tensive hereditary friendships, and family alliance, Dr, | went abroad, concurred in assigning to him, an equal 
Shippen added foreign study; at that day all important rank with the most distinguished lecturers in Europe, 
in public estimation, from the want of opportunities of | and in affirming, that there were very few who desery- 
instruction here. While in London, he lived in the | ed acomparison with him. From information commu- 
family of Mr. John Hunter, the celebrated surgeon, and nicated, (for I never saw him, ) his manner of lecturing 
followed the lectures of Dr. William Hunter, on anato- | was a mixture of strong and elevated powers of oratory, ag 
my and midwifery. He enjoyed the advantages of great | with pleasantriesalways exhilarating,and never offensive, % 
intimacy with Sir John Pringle, and Dr. Fothergill. To | Ife abounded in delicate irony, which was so blended % 
the incentive of such illustrious associations, we may at-| with good humour, that it obtained unlimited power & 
tribute much of the energy and determination, which | over his class, whereby he was able to censure pointed- * 
marked his subsequent career. ly, and stigmatize an irregularity, without wounding 
Dr. Shippen arrived in Philadelphia from Europe, in | the feelings of the author of it. Many anecdotes are 
the spring of 1762, having completed his studies, ong still current of his happy tact in this way. 
gained from his preceptors, the reputation of great na-| In regard to the course of instruction, it may be said 
tural talents. Secure in such points, as depended on | that the opportunities for dissection at this period, were 
himself, he gave in the autumn of the same year, a pub- | too limited to permit either professor or pupil to pene- 
lic introductory to his first course of lectures. This was | trate into the minutiz of anatomy: and the concentra- 
delivered in the State House, in presence of many of) tion of three brafches in the same individual, to wit, 
the most respectable citizens. He subsequently con- | anatomy, surgery, and midwifery, as stated, was un- 
ducted his dissections in a small house on the back of | favourable to the full exercise of talentsfor either. Also 
the lot where the Bank of Pennsylvan‘a now stands, and | the public mind, continually in an inflammable state,cre- 
twelve students attended his course. Such, gentlemen, | ated doubt, whether the teaching of anatomy could be 
was the commencement, seventy years ago, of what we | continued; hence the actual accommodations for de- 
now set in a numerous assemblage of students from all | monstrating and dissecting were very insufficient, and 
parts of this country, and in accommodations for medi- | the students themselves had to perform the part of re- 
cal instruction of the most coinplete and extensive kind. | surrectionists. Under these circumstances, we are not 
On Dr. Shippen’s departure from London, Dr. Fo-! to be surprised, if no memorial of the anatomy of these 
thergill, the great physician of thatmetropolis, who had | days, in the form of preparations, be in existence, and 
a strong attachment to the infant institutions of Phila-| if no foundation were laid of the Anatomical Museum as 
delphia, manifested his regard ina substantial way, by | it now stands. 
presenting to the Pennsylvania Hospital, two hundred | In the year 1792, Dr. Wistar became thie associate of 











i 


guineas, and also a large collection of crayon drawings | Dr. Shippen, after the latter had stood alone for thirty 
B on anatomy and midwifery, supposed to have cost onc | years, in his efforts to create a permanent anatomical 
i hundred and fifty guineas more. These drawings were | interest, This union grew out of the existence from 
i executed by Rimsdyke, a distinguished artist of London, | 1789 to 1792, of two medical schools; the most recent “¥ 
4 from dissections made by Jentry, an anatomist, and | of which had its origin, from feelings generated by the i 


were occasionally superintended by Dr. William Hun-| revolutionary war. One of these schools, and the old- 
ter, in their progress. They now, through the liberal-| est, belonged to the College of Philadelphia, and the 
ity of the managers of the Hospital, make a part of our | other, to the University of the State of Pennsylvania. 
Anatomical Museum. Dr. Shippen was the bearer of} Dr. Shippen was professor of anatomy in both. In the 
the letter announcing this donation to the Hospital, and | year 1789, Dr. Wistar had been appointed professor of 
init his proficiency and promise as an anatomist, were | chemistry in the college; but before accepting, he hesi- 
delicately alluded to, with the view of expressing the | tated much, lest by his acquiescence,the consolidation of 
inclination of the donor, that they should be used by him | the two institutions, which he had much at heart, 
in the lectures on anatomy, which Dr. Shippen meditat- | should be delayed or prevented. During his deliberations 
ed. With this stock on hand, assisted by such partial | it occurred to him, that he could be much more efficient 
dissections, as the watchful jealousy of the people per-| as a professor in procuring this union, than as a private 
mitted him to perform, he conducted the first course. individual: he therefore accepted the place of chemist, 

Having thus started, it is not to be understood, that | and in three years afterwards, had the satisfaction of 
the lectures proceeded without occasional interruptions | seeing his wishes realized, and of reflecting that him- 
from popular indignation; for the city being small, al-| self had contributed largely, by his moderation and 
most every one knew what was goingon in it. The | good management, to an arrangement which has since 
house was frequently stoned, and the windows broken; | been so successful, in developing the character and use- 
and on one occasion, Dr. Shippen’s life was put into im- | fulness of the present institution. § 
minent danger. While engaged within, the populace; Dr. Wistar, when quite a boy, had his prepossessions 
assembled tumultuously around the house. His carriage | in favour of medicine, awakened by the battle of Ger- 
fortunately was atthe door, andthe people supposing; mantown. Restrained by his religious principles,* from 
that he was in it, made their first attack there. or] joining his countrymen in the sanguinary defence of 


Sra. 

















_* Eulogium on Williany Shippen, | * He was born and educated in the Society of Friends. | | 








leat 


eee 


din i 





1832.) 


INTRODUCTORY LECTURE ON ANATOMY. 67 








their rights, every fibre inhis body then, as in the whole 
subsequent course of his life, vibrated to the calls of 
patriotism. He repaired to the scene of action, and in 
contributing his inexperienced attention to the wound- 
ed soldier, was so much struck ,with the happy ef- 
fects of the healing art, that from this moment, he de- 
termined to study medicine. As a student, he was dis- 
tinguished by his zeal, his assiduity, and the prompti- 
tude and extent of his information. He graduated as 
Bachelor of Medicine, in 1782, in the College of Phila- 
delphia, and on his examination, was subjected to a test | 
of some difficulty. At that time, the rival doctrines of | 
spasm and of lentor, promulgated by the celebrated | 
Cullen and Boerhaave, were set in array against each | 
other, by the members of the same faculty. As they 
each required explanations according to their own con- 
ceptions of what was right, our candidate had to vary in 
his answers, so as to suit the theory of the interrogator. 
This delicate task he executed with so much address 
and good sense, as to excite the strongest admiration on 
the part of the spectators. For in those days, gen- 
tlemen, the examinations were in public. From his own 
country, Dr. Wistar repaired to Great Britain. In Ed- 
inburg, then the chief resort of Americans, he became 
or distinguished for the same qualities which he had 
manifested at home. The associate of Sir James M’In- 
tosh, who has since become one of the leading mem- 
bers of the British senate—of Mr. Emmet, since then 
one of the most powerful and eminent members of the 
New York bar—of Dr. Jeffray, now Professor of Ana- 





ed the incapacity of the candidate. In such cases, his de- 
cisions were inflexible; as a conscientious man having 
a public trust of first rate importance, he never consent- 
ed for any one to take a recognized appointment in the 
profession, with a smaller share of knowledge than 
what he conceived necessary to the practice of medi- 
cine. From the goodness of his heart, I have no doubt 
that on many such occasions, he felt more for the candi- 
date, than the candidate felt for himself. His justice 
was evidently so impartial, and his goodness so conspic- 
uous, that I have never heard the slightest breath of 
censure cast upon his proceedings, either by the fortu- 
nate or the unfortunate; on the contrary, their admiration 
of him had received anew impulse. In his social inter- 
course, he possessed unusual tact in communicating 
pleasure. Though gifted with unusual strength and 
cultivation of intellect, and possessing varied and im- 
mense resources of conversation, he, on every occasion, 
seemed more desirous to hear, than to be heard. From 
this turn of mind, his conversation abounded ina re- 
markable degree, in questions; he culled information in 
that way from every source, and where he found a de- 
ficiency, he imparted abundantly of his own stock. 
Many young men, on first obtaining the pleasure of his 
acquaintance, were struck with his peculiarity—he in- 
quired concerning the mountains, the rivers, the natu- 
ral productions, the manners of the section of country 
to which they belonged, and listened with patient and 
obvious satisfaction to their answers. These interroga- 
tions not being expected, the person to whom they 


tomy inthe University of Glasgow, Dr. Wistar wielded | were addressed, was not always prepared to answer 
with great power, the gauntlet of debate, and obtained | them correctly. But if, through a desire of displaying 
for himself the high honor among such competitors, of | more information than he actually possessed, the unfor- 
being made, for two successive years, President of the | tunate individual answered like one who was well ac- 
Royal Medical Society of Edinburg. During his resi- | quainted with the subject, another well-timed and per- 
dence in Scotland, he seems to have attracted the mark- | tinent question, hinted to him that it was better for him 
ed attention of Dr. Cullen, for having presented certain | to confess ignorance, than to speak erroneously, for he 
written queries to Dr. C. on some medical subject con- | was talking to one already acquainted with the subject 
nected with his theory; Dr. C. wrote a very polite note | of conversation. All this was done with so much deli- 
answering them, but stating at the same time, that it | cacy, that pleasure instead of pain was excited, and I 
was not his habit to do such things, for if he should | am sure, from my own feelings, on returning home from 


adopt it as a practice, it would subject him to endless | 
trouble and inconvenience, in answering the letters of | 
persons who cared but little for his opinions, but in the 
ease of Mr. Wistar, it would always give him pleasure 
to solve his doubts, and to add to his information. 

Dr. Wistar graduated as Doctor of Medicine in Edin- 
burg, in 1786, having written a Thesis, entitled De | 
Animo Demisso. The chief objects of his studies were | 
anatomy, surgery, and chemistry. As a student there, | 
he left a name which was most affectionately and re- 
spectfully remembered for a long time afterwards, ac- 
cording to the testimony of the Americans who succeed. | 
ed him. 

Nature had not granted to Dr. W. that graceful and | 
commanding exterior, which she had lavished on Dr. | 
Shippen. His countenance, though not handsome, was | 
benignant in the extreme; even strangers were struck | 
with this. Many of his students remember the courte- | 
ous and sprightly smile, with which he entered and de- | 





such a discipline, that many persons must have resolv- 
ed forthwith, to make themselves well acquainted with 
objects so readily learned, and which, till then, it had 
never occurred to them. could become such interesting 
subjects of inquiry, and of conversation. This happy 
tact made Dr. Wistar the charm of every circle. Un- 
bounded in his hospitality, and fascinating in his man- 
ners, his house was the weekly resort of literary men of 
every description, both citizens and strangers: his com- 


| pany was courted equally by the young and the old, the 
| gay and the sedate. It was very justly said of him, ‘‘if 


he addressed a promiscuous circle, he spoke like a 


'man of the world, carefully avoiding every thing pro- 


fessional, technical, or in any way insulated; if an indi- 
vidual, he so suited his remarks to his taste and capaci. 
ties, as to entice him into discourse, and draw from him 
his knowledge of the subject discussed.”’* 

So deeply had his philanthrophy affected his gene- 
ral deportment, that persons but just acquainted with 


parted from his lecture room. Extreme suavity of de- | him, were as fully persuaded of his disposition as those 
portment on every occasion of life, was his predominant | who had known him for years. In the sick room he 
mode of conduct. As a teacher, he allured, by his gen-| was the ministering angel, compassionate, unwearied, 
tleness and affability, his students to flock around him | prompt, and deeply-skilled; in bad cases never aban- 
on every occasion, and to ask him such questions as / doning his patients, or ceasing to apply the resources 
their want of information, or misapprehension | of the art till life was extinct. In those terrible and 
ed. He was always on the alert to save them in sick- | unexpected accidents which sometimes come with over- 
ness, and to procure for them such places of profit and | whelming suddenness upon the practitioner of surgery, 
trust, as his personal influence could control; but inva- | when even the stoutest and most collected hearts are 
riably, I believe, on such occasions, with a conscien- | paralyzed, Dr. Wistar, though on common occasions 
tious regard to his knowledge of their characters, and | the most sensitive of mankind, found here all his facul- 
to their qualifications. This principle of impartial, but | ties at their post. Whatever ingenuity could devise, 
merciful justice, always guided him in his decisions on | and skill combine, was rapidly executed. He was not 
the claims of candidates for medical degrees. Willing | one who in witnessing the immensity of a calamity, for- 
to attribute every deficiency to embarrassment, he only | —-__ — Oe 
becameconvinced thatit was ignorance, when every pro- *Eulogium on Casper Wistar, by Charles Cald 
per mode of inquiry repeatedly and leisurely tried,prov-| well, M. D. 
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got the means by which it could be repaired or avert- 


ed. In extending the benefits of his skill, the pecuni- 
ary recompense for it was the last of his thoughts. 
He practised therefore on the most disinterested prin- 
ciples, and being possessed of a good fortune with a 
lucrative professorship, his charges were proverbially 
moderate, and such as they were, very difficult to ob- 
tain. In this, however, he did a disservice to the pro- 
fession, which I am sure he never intended. Inconsid- 


erable charges from a man of his reputation and extent | 


of business, in forming a sort of rule in the profession, 
of course affected deeply such as were only beginning, 
and such as had not the other resources which he wield- 
ed. Indeed, society itself is scarcely benefited by such 
a proceeding, for it is generally admitted, that the most 
able members of the profession, have, for the most 
part, received the first impulse from the stimulus of ne- 
cessity, encouraged with the hope of reward; but if 
the value of thelatter be diminished much, it turns the 
minds of enterprising men from the pursuit, and ren- 
ders those who are already in it, lukewarm; under 
which circumstances medicine loses much of its skill and 
respectability. No man, however, entertained higher 
notions of the value of professional services than Dr. 
Wistar, and it was this very lofty conception of them 
which prevented him from estimating their worth in 
pounds, shillings, and pence. 

Scrupulous and conscientious to an extreme in doing 
every thing for a patient which he thought could be of 
service, it is admitted that no other physician in the city 
encountered the same proportionate labour that he did. 
His efforts went much beyond those of a simple medi- 
cal attendant. He felt the deepest personal interest 
for his patient, and not unfrequently afterwards his mind 
was filled with the strongest sentiments of friendship, 


) sense of the injustice if retained in his memory, to the 
| eyes of society was buried in oblivion. But if in his own 
| justification it became necessary to expose the transac- 
_ tion, he did it in the least offensive terms, and in such a- 
| Manner as to express regret rather than resentment. 
| Repeatedly have I witnessed this trait in his character. 
Dr. Wistar commenced the discharge of his duties as 
adjunct professor of anatomy in the little building in 
| Fifth street, opposite the State-house yard. It is now 
called the Health Office. The increasing celebrity of 
the school, producing « corresponding concourse of 
students, that house was insufficient to contain them. 
Accordingly, about the year 1807, a building was erect- 
ed of the site of that in which we are now assembled. 
| In the winter of 1808 the class met in it. Dr. Shippen, 
whose domestic misfortunes and bodily infirmities had 
| borne heavily upon him for some years, had retired from 
the active duties of the chair. But on this occasion he 
delivered the introductory lecture, which was rendered 
more than usually interesting to him by his recollec- 
tions of almost halfa century, when but twelve students 
had assembled to follow his course, in an obscure room 
|in the city. Now he had spacious and comparatively 
| elegant accommodations, and an immense concourse of 
students from all parts of the union. Ina few weeks 
after this effort of strength, in which he described in 
glowing terms his emotions, he was gathered to his fa- 
thers. This circumstance left Dr. Wistar sole profes- 
sor of anatomy. 

The talents which had borne him up to this period 
of life, were now applied with renewed vigour. De- 
termined on discharging his duties to the best of his 
power, no pains, no-expense, were spared. Well ex- 
perienced in the best mode of instruction, in what was 
most useful to be learned, he sustained in the maturity 











founded principally on the benefits which it had been | of his reputation, the high opinion that had been form- 
his happiness to extend. In difficult chronic cases he | ed of him. As ateacher ef anatomy, differing in many 
made numerous and protracted visits, and entered into | respects from his illustrious predecessor, his elocution 
the most minute and comprehensive investigation of | was equally popular. Able, zealous, accomplished, 
them. It was on such occasions that the solace and | with a great fund of solid information, with manners 
sympathy of friendship were superadded to the balm universally popular, his students who travelled abroad 
of the healing art, and that impressions of devoted af- | said of him, as had been said of Dr. Shippen, that no 
fection to him are to be found among numbers of indi- man they had met with was his superior, and very few 
viduals yet alive in Philadelphia, who upon any one | his equals. His style of speaking was of that earnest 
touching this string even gently, find it vibrate to the | and fluent kind, which, abounding in important truths, 
inmost recesses of their hearts, and in the crowd of | without restricting itself to the formal rules of oratory, 
recollections which the association excites, incapable of | commanded irresistibly the attention. It was not so 
utterance, give vent to them ina flood of tears. To much the speaker that spoke as the subject which he 
call this man good, is only to show the insufficiency of | was discussing; the absorbing interest was in the latter. 


human language. 

In a point of vast importance to the harmony of soci- 
ety and to the efficacy of Christian convictions, I con- 
sider him to have been a perfect model. The rule 
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us,”’ was most indelibly and productively 
imprinted on his mind. Endowed by nature with a 
sensibility to be compared only with that of a delicate, 
youthful, and highly-refined female, it is not to be ex- 
pected but that in our profession he received some rude 


| Ihave said that probably owing to the uncertainty of 
‘conducting the course of anatomy in the early years of 
| the school, no arrangements had been made for an ana- 
| tomical museum. Dr. Wistar soon became sensible of 
\this deficiency, and to the day of his death continued 
tv supply it. Many yearsago, he had made a very fine 
and numerous collection of dried preparations of the 
arterial and venous systems. The largest in our cabi- 
‘net belong to that time. A considerable number of 


L | corroded preparations in wax were executed about the 
shocks, enough so indeed to stagger a mind more same period. About the year 1812, a friend of his 


coarsely organized than hisown. Incapable of injus- , travelling in Italy, enabled him to add to his cabinet, 
tice and of rancour himself, when the first burst of in- | fromthe school of Mascagni, the best preparations of 
dignation was over, which he owed to human nature, | the superficial lymphatics which I have any where met 
then came the sunshine ofa calm and undisturbed con- | with, not excepting the most approved in any part of 
science. Judging other men by himself, he trusted that | Great Britain, Holland, or France, and I am assured by 
there was some mistake, that it had not been intended, | gentlemen who have travelled lately in Italy, that they 
that the person had been betrayed into extremities by | saw none there superior, if so good. About the time 
a vehement and uncontrollable disposition. 1f, howe- | of their arrival, an impulse was given to the cultivation 
ver, @ perseverance in irjjury proved that it was a de-|of that branch of practical anatomy within our own 
liberate and unrepented act of malice, no harsh retort | walls among the students of the school, and from it has 
came from his lips; they were closed forever upon the | resulteda number of very creditable preparations. The 





personal demerits of the individual, while he did ample 
justice to the merits, professional, or otherwise, which 
the person may have possessed. From this Christian 
charity, even many of his most intimate friends declare 
that they never heard him depart, nor utter an ‘unkind 
word against such as had flagrantly injured him, The 


most signal effort, however, of Dr, Wistar in this line, 
was havinga number of very large models in wood ex- 
ecuted by Rush, with the view of giving every mem- 
ber of his class an equal opportunity of learning. They 
consist in representations of the temporal bone; the 
labyrinth; the superior maxillary bone, the sphenoid, 
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bone, the brain, and some other structures. A very 
large model of the wrist which he had ordered to be 
executed was suspended by his death, but since then it 
has been finished at the expense of Dr. Physick, and 
deposited in the museum. A very valuable collection 
of diseased bones was also made by Dr. Wistar. 

The last year of Dr. Wistar’s mortal career was 
marked by an unusual concourse of students, and bya 
series of lectures, in which he even exceeded his for 
mer reputation. In his fifty-eighth year, animated hy a 
new and improved lecture room, but in an impaired 
state of health, his excessive fondness for the duties of 
the chair, still stimulated him to advance in the noble 
career. In this zenith of popularity, an‘ of public con- 
fidence, in January, 1818, he was assailed with the ma- 
lady destined by Providence to cl«se his labours. So 
long as reason maintained her «eat, an eye witness of 
his anguish, I heard him say, ‘‘ Well, to-morrow I shall 
certainly be able to meet my class,” and even when 
dark delirium threw her inantle over his faculties, his 
incoherent ravings were addressed to the same subject, 
and it was only by coercion that he was prevented one 
day, long after the sual hour of his lecture had ex- 
pired, from repai:ing to the University. His death 
spread constern»\ion and sorrow throughout this popu- 
lous city. 

The rema’.ing part of this course went on heavily; 
the death of Dr. Wistar was notto be readily forgotten, 
or his pla.e to be easily supplied. The distinguished 
talentsol Dr. Dorsey, his years, the labour he was able 
to undergo, pointed him out as a fit person for this 
impo: lant trust. Possessed of talents of unusual ver- 
satil ty and strength, he was qualified by nature for the 
ing enious labor of the mechanician; for the sprightliness 
ad wit of mixed society; for the acuteness and oratory of 
polemic discussions; for the research of the medical 
profession; and for the depth of philosophical inquiry. 
In the subsequent spring he was accordingly appointed 
professor of anatomy. Amiable, engaging, and accom- 
plished, the good destinies of our country seemed to 


ave reserved him as a compensation for the loss of | 


Wistar. Atthe opening of the course the next No- 
vember, he gave an introductory, which, in the judgment 
and brilliancy of its composition, and in the effect of its 
delivery, realized fully the most sanguine expectations 
of the school, and of his friends. Scarcely, however, 
had he delivered it, when the hand of death fixed its un- 
relenting grasp upon him, and hurried him out of ex- 





his most trifling actions. Mr. Hunter was so struck with 
the talents and devotion of Dr. Physick, that when the 
period of his stu-ly was coming toa close, he knew not 
how to part with him, and made offers, which, if they 
had been accented by Dr. Physick, would have given to 
Londo its first surgeon, and deprived our country for- 
eve: of the just pride she has in calling him her ownson, 
aud in having fostered his talents. That Dr. Physick 
was no ordinary student in Mr. Hunter’s room, I am 
satisfied; when I was in Londom, in 1821, Sir Everard 
Home spoke to me in the most exalted terms of his 
merit; Sir Astley Cooper well recollected his appear- 
ance and deportment while they were fellow students; 
the Hunterian Museum still retained the specimens of 
his success and neatness as a practical anatomist; the 
conservator of the collection, Mr. Clift, bore testimony 
to the magnitude of reputation which he had acquired. 
These, gentlemen, were the recollections of thirty 
years. But the present value of his name I felt most 
advantageously, in the facility with which it opened to 
me, the most distinguished professional circles of the 
British metropolis. 

As characteristic of the manner in which Dr, P. pur- 
sued his studies, | may mention an anecdote. He en- 
tered as a student in this city with the late Dr. Kuhn, 
who, devoted to the doctrine of Cullen, from having 
been educated at Edinburgh, believed that the First 
Lines of Cullen contained all the essential principles of 
the healing art. This opinion Dr. Kuhn inculcated on 
his students, Dr. P. taking for granted that it was cor- 
rect, thought that as a medical student he could not do 
better than commit these First Lines to memory. He 
immediately set to work and fully accomplished the 
task, so that he could submit to an examination from 
any part of the book and repeat pages of it by heart. 
Mr. John Hunter as a surgeon and a very close investi- 
gator into morbid anatomy, held many of Dr. Cullen’s 
opinions very cheaply, so that when Dr. P. got to Lon- 
don, he had to unlearn many things which it had given 
him so much trouble to learn in this country but even now 
physicians who consult with him in difficult and obscure 
cases of sickness, find his memory teeming with defi- 
nitions, from this ancient recollection of Cullen. 

At the death of Dr. Wistar, his widow, by a noble 
act of munificence, at her own expense gave the ana- 
tomical collection of her husband to the University. 
With this foundation laid, and incentive to exertion, it 
has been my unceasing care to extend and to improve it, 


istence. Most appropriately may we say of him in the | and this desire has been only strengthened and render- 


lines of the inspired bard— 


Sed nox atra caput tristi circumvolat umbra. 
* * * * Si qua fata aspera rumpas 

Tu Marcellus eris. Manibus date lilia plenis 
Purpureos spargam flores, animamque nepotis 
His saltem accumulem donis, et fungar inani 
Munere* 


In this succession of disaster after disaster, the only | 


means of avoiding the evils which now began to hover 
around the chair of anatomy, and to threaten its ex- 
istence as a distinguished and efficient department in 
our school, was the appointment of Dr. Physick to fill 
up the gap, and ,to respond to the public hopes. Al- 
ready advanced in life, and elevated to the pinnacle of 
reputation, possessing amply the means of resting qui- 
etly under the shade of his own laurels, it was only af- 


ed still more active, by the fine accommodations of this 


| building erected two years ago. A new and numerous 


class of wet preparations forming now the body of the 
Museum, has been made, and include a very large num- 
ber of interesting specimens of morbid anatomy, and of 
minute structure. The variety of preparations illustra- 
ting almost every topic of a course of anatomy, is in 
fact so extensive, that it would be extremely difficult 
to introduce them all by demonstration; and it is con- 
fidently believed that in value and utility the Muse- 
um collectively yields to none of the same size in any 
part of the world, and that it is much superior in extent 
to any in this country. 

I have now finished the subject, on which I proposed 
to address you; if it has failed to interest, and to re- 
ward you for the time consumed in its discussion, I trust 
that you will consider it the fault of the speaker; under 


ter much hesitation that he consented to surrender his | more able management i‘ could not fail to be rich in the 
own convenience to the good of the institution, with | best lessons of instruction for young men, who are 
which he was connected. His early studies had been | about to engage in the profession of medicine. In 
such as to qualify him eminently for the task. A fa-| whatever manner this topic may have been treated, the 


vourite pupil of the celebrated John Hunter, haying | reflections on it have afforded me no small pleasure. 
naturally very much the same character of mind, his 


predilection for anatomy and surgery had been fasten- 
ed on him, and ripened into enthusiasm, by living un- 
der the same roof with that great man, and observing 





* Virgil. Eneid. Lib. 7—882. 


Connected by strong ties of friendship and esteem to 
two of the gentlemen, who are now departed, connect- 
ed by still stronger to him who is left, and who, I sin-- 
cerely, hope, may long continue to enjoy the fruits of a 
distinguished and useful life; I have traced their pro- 
gress and their full blown character, as well for my own 
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instruction as for yours. In this sketch has been exhib- 
ited the mirror of professional history, by which every 
spectator may be taught what he ought to attempt. By 
it, every one within the sound of my voice, may be as- 
sured that the practice of the same virtues, will procure 
for him a suitable reward; and that the desponding cry 
of there being already too many persons in the pro- 
fession, should be uttered only by him who has not the 
resolution to ascend its acclivities. The position is sure, 
that industry asa student, zeal, fidelity, upright, and 
honourable conduct as a practitioner, will bring to every 
man of you, as he advances in life, a recompense much 
beyond what he now ventures to anticipate. 


PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY 


FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND SUPPORT OF CHARITY 
SCHOOLS. 
Continued from page 64. 
CATALOGUE 

Of the successive Officers of the Institution from its 
origin, as ‘*The Philadelphia Society for the Free In- 
struction of Indigent Boys,’’ to the period of its Incor- 
oration under the title of ‘*The Philadelphia Society 
or the Establishment and Support of Charity Schools,” 
September 8th, 1801, and from that time to the year 
1831. 


Nort. The names of the present Officers are printed 
in Smart CaPItats, 


‘PRESIDENT. 


Joseph Bennett Eves, chosen December 18, 1799. 
Joseph Briggs, do October 28, 1800. 


Joseph Bennett Eves, do 
Thomas Bradford, Jr. do 
Jonathan Fell, do 
Paiurr GaRReTT, ~ do 


August 7, 1801. 

January 2, 1810. 

January 5, 1819. 
* January 5, 1830. 


VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Hudson Stockton, chosen October 28, 1800. 
Joseph Briggs, do August 7, 1801. 
Thomas Bradford, Jr. do September 12, 1801. 
Joseph R. Kammerer, do January 2, 1810. 


Jonathan Fell, do January 5, 1813. 

Philip Garrett, do January 5, 1819. 

Pav Beck, Jr. do January 5, 1830. 
TREASURER. 


Joseph Briggs, chosen December 18, 1799. 


Joseph Parry, do October 28, 1800. 

Thomas Potts, Jr. do December 13, 1800. 

Benjamin Williams, do June 8, 1801. 

Samuel J. Robbins, do Nevember 1, 1822, 

Richard Price, do © January 7, 1823. 

Groner PrTerRson, do January 5, 1850, 
SECRETARY. 


William Nekervis, chosen December 18, 1799. 
Joseph R. Kammerer, do January 1, 1805. 
Stephen North, do January 2, 1810. 
Samuel J. Robbins, do January 4, 1814. 
Charles Biddle, Jr. do January 7, 1817. 


- Richard Price, do January 6, 1818. 
Samuel L. Shober, do January 5, 1819. 
Joshua Kimber, do January 2, 1821. 
Richard Wistar, jr. do January 7, 1823, 
James C. Biddle, do January 6, 1824. 
Thomas A. Alexander, do January 3, 1826. 
Epwinx Watrter, do January 5, 1830. 

MANAGERS. 


Chosen November 22, 1800. 
James White, Mablon Haines, Hartt Grandom; Ro- 
bert Gill, jr. John Perkin. 
Chosen December 2, 1800. 
Hudson Stockton, William Nekervis, Philip Garrett, 
Thomas Bradford, jr. Matthew Cunningham. 








Chosen January 5S. 1801. 

Robert Gill, jr. Hartt Grandom, Mahlon Haines, John 
Perkin, James White. 

Chosen February 7, 1801. 

John Ecky."jr. Samuel P. Jones, Charles L, Baker, 
Jesse Mears, Josiah White. 

Chosen March 7, 1801. 

John Stockton, Joshua Haines, Thomas Potts, jr. 
Robert Gill, jr. Hartt Grandom, 

Chosen June 10, 1801. 

Joseph Bennett Eves, William Fry, Thomas Bradford, 
jr. Thomas L. Bristoll, Samuel Lippincott, Robert 
Coe, jr. Robert McMinn, William Paxson, Philip Garrett. 

Chosen, Continued to 
Aug. 8,1801, Jan. 9, 1809. 
Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 6, 1818. 
Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 2, 1810. 
Aug. 8,1801, Jan. 2, 1811. 
Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 5, 1802. 
Aug. 8,1801, Jan. 4, 1803. 
William Nekervis, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 1, 1805. 
Thomas M. Hall, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 5, 1802. 
Benjamin Williams, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 7, 1823. 
William Fry, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 7, 1822. 
Joseph Bennett Eves, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan, 2, 1810. 
Joseph D. Brown, Aug. 8,1801, Jan. 5, 1802. 
Samuel Lippincott, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 7, 1806. 


Thomas L. Bristoll, 
Thomas Bradford, jr. 
Caleb Cresson, jr. 
William Paxson, 
Robert Coe, jr. 
Edmund Darch, 


Partie Garnett, Aug. 8, 1801, 

Frederick Stelwagon, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 2, 1810. 
Thomas Smith, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 5, 1802. 
Robert McMinn, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 5, 1802. 


Aug. 8, 1801, Sept. 12, 1801. 
Sep. 12,1801, Jan. 5, 1802. 
Jan. 5, 1802, Jan. 4, 1803, 
Jan. 5, 1802, July 15, 1829. 


Joseph Briggs, 
Michael Newbold, 
Richard C. Jones, 
Jonathan Fell, 





Joseph Briggs, Jan. 5, 1802, Jan. 4, 1803. 
George Summers, Jan. 5, 1802, Jan. 4, 1814. 
Jos. Williams, (Bank) Jan. 5, 1802, Jan. 5, 1813. 
John J. Parry, Jan. 5, 1802, Jan. 4, 1803. 
| Thomas M. Hall, Jan. 4, 1803, Jan. 2, 1810. 
Rowland Ellis, Jan. 4, 1803, Jan. 3, 1804. 
| Samuel F. Bradford, Jan. 4, 1805, Jan. 3, 1804, 
John Bacon, Jan. 4, 1803, Jan. 3, 1804. 
Joseph R. Kammerer, Jan.3, 1804, Aug.19, 1812. 
| Savage Stillwell, Jan. 3, 1804, Jan. 1, 1804. 
Dr. George Pfeiffer, Jan. 3, 1804, Jan. 3, 1804. 
Joseph M. Paul, Jan. 1, 1805, Jan. 2, 1810. 
| John McKnight, Jan. 1, 1804, Jan. 5, 1808. 
| Fielding Lucas, jr. Jan. 1, 1805, Jan. 5, 1808. 
| William Jones, Jan. 7, 1806, Jan. 2, 1811. 


Charles Clark, 
Benjamin Woolston, Jan. 5, 1808, Jan. 4, 1814. 
Joun CLaxton, April 4, 1809, 


| Stephen North, Jan. 2, 1810, Jan. 3, 1815, 
Christian Wiltberger, Jan. 2, 1810, Jan. 4, 1820. 
| John H. Cresson, Jan. 2, 1810, Jan. 2, 1812, 
Wm. Widdifield, Jan. 2, 1810, Jan. 5, 1819. 
Wm. Allibone, jr. Jan. 2, 1810, Jan. 2, 1811. 
Samuel Volans, Jan. 2, 1811, Jan. 7, 1812. 
| Samuel V. Anderson, Jan. 2, 1811, Jan. 7, 1812, 
Joun G. Simmons, Jan. 2, 1811. 
Thomas Graham, Jan 2, 1811, Jan. 5, 1813. 
Benjamin Clark, Jan. 7, 1812, Jan. 3, 1815. 
Abel Satterthwaite, Jan. 7, 1812, Jan. 3, 1815. 
| John Robbins, Jan. 7, 1812, Jan. 6, 1818, 
Witi1am Apport, Jan. 7, 1812, 
Thomas Fassit, Jan. 5, 1813, Jan. 4, 1814. 
Charles Wheeler, Jan. 5, 1813, Jan. 3, 1815. 
SamMvuEL SELLERS, Jan. 5. 1813. 


Samuel J. Robbins, Jan. 4,1814, Jan. 7, 1817. 
Joseph Williams, (Bank) Jan. 4,1814, Jan. 3, 1815. 
Joseph Warner, Jan. 4, 1814, Jan. 4, 1820. 
Adam Konigmacher, Jan. 3, 1815, Jan. 2, 1816. 
William Paxson, Jan. 3, 1815, Jan. 6, 1824, 
George Summers, Jan. 3,1815, Jan. 6, 1818. 
Jamzs CRESSON, Jan. 3, 1815. 

Hugh De Haven, jr. Jan. 8, 1815, Jan. 7, 1817 


Jan. 5, 1808, March 8, 1810. 
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Charles Wheeler, Jan. 2, 1816, Jan, 7, 1817. | Samuel Volans, Jan, 2,1810, Jan. 2, 1811. 
Peter Miercken, Jan. 7,1817, Jan. 6, 1818. | Joseph M. Paul, Jan. 2, 1811, Jan. 5, 1826. 
Ebenezer Ferguson, Jan. 7, 1817, Jan. 1, 1822. | Abel Satterthwaite, Jan, 2, 1811, Jan. 7, 1812. 
George C. Snyder, Jan.7,1817, Jan, 5, 1819. | Robert Harris, jr. Jan. 2,1811, Jan. 7, 1812. 
Samvuet J. Ropsins, Jan. 6, 1818. John U. Fraley, Jan. 7, 1812, Jan. 5, 1813. 
Ricnanrn Oaxrorp, Jan. 6, 1818. Samuel H. Jacobs, Jan: 7, 1812, Jan. 4, 1820. 
Blakey Sharpless, Jan. 6, 1818, Jan. 4, 1820. | John Bioron, Jan. 7, 1812, Jan. 7, 1816, 
Reubens Peale, Jan. 6, 1818, Jan. 7, 1823. | Samuel E. Mifflin, Jan. 7, 1812, Jan. 8, 1814, 
Samuel L. Shober, Jan. 5,1819, Jan. 7, 1823. | William Wayne, Jan. 5, 1813, Jan. 1, 1822. 
George Lybrand, Jan. 5,1819, Jan. 7, 1823. | Michael Garnett, Jan. 5, 1813, Jan. 1, 1822. 
Frederick V. Krug, Jan. 4, 1820, Jan. 1, 1822. | James B. Thompson, Jan. 4, 1814, Jan. 7, 1817. 
Dr. N. Shoemaker, Jan. 4, 1820, Jan. 2, 1821. | Richard Oakford, Jan.3, 1815, Jan. 2, 1816. 
Prarson SERRILL, Jan. 4, 1820. Pearson Serrill, Jan. 4, 1815, Jan. 2, 1820, 
Samuel Mason, jr. Jan. 2, 1821, Jan. 6, 1829. | Frederick V. Krug, Jan. 2, 1816, Jan. 4, 1820, 
Joun H. Cresson, Jan. 1, 1822. Cornelius Stevenson, Jan. 7,1817, Jan. 6, 1824, 
Sansom Perot, Jan. 1,1822. Jan. 6, 1824. | George Reese, Jan. 7, 1817, Jan. 4, 1820, 
Richard Price, Jan. 7, 1823, Jan. 4, 1831. | Benjamin Say, Jan. 7, 1820, Jan. 4, 1823, 
Nathan Bunker, Jan. 7, 1823, Jan. 6, 1829. | Joshua Kimber, Jan. 4, 1820, Jan. 1, 1822, 
‘Thomas Kittera, Jan. 7, 1823, Jan. 2, 1827. | William P. Paxson, Jan. 4, 1820, Nov. 26, 1822. 
Harvey Lewis, Jan. 7, 1823, Jan. 1, 1828. | Richard Wistar, jr. Jan. 4, 1820, Jan. 6, 1824. 
John H. Linn, Jan. 6, 1824, Jan. 3, 1826. | Josern Cresson, Jan. 1, 1822, 
Richard Wistar, jr. Jan. 6, 1824, Jan. 4, 1825. | Sansom Perot, Jan. 1, 1822, Jan. 7, 1823. 
William B. Davidson, Jan, 2, 1825, May, 29, 1829. | Nathan Bunker, Jan. 1, 1822, Jan. 7, 1823. 
John Moss, Jan. 3, 1826, Jan. 2, 1827. | George Peterson, Jan. 7, 1823, Jan, 1, 1828. 
Cornetivs Stevenson, Jan. 2, 1827. STEVENSON SmITa, Jan. 7, 1823, 
Timotar ABBOTT, Jan. 2, 1827. George Morris, Jan. 7, 1823, Jan. 6, 1824 
Georce PETERSON, Jan. 1, 1828. Apam SEcKEL, Jan. 7, 1823, 
Jamis Mort, Jan. 6, 1829, Robert Taylor, Jan. 6, 1824, Jan. 4, 1825, 
Joun B.! Excison, Jan. 6, 1829. FreEperic V. Krvea, Jan. 6, 1824, 
Tuomas Granam. Jan. 5, 1830. John Siter, jr. Jan. 6, 1824, Jan. 5, 1830. 
Thomas A. Alexander, Jan. 5,1830. Jan. 4, 1831. | William B. Davidson, Jan. 6,1824, Jan. 5, 1825, 
Witu1aM B. Davinson, Jan. 4, 1831. James C. Biddle, Jan. 6, 1824, Jan. 1, 1828, 
Harntr Granpom, Jan. 4, 1831. Thomas Graham, Jan. 4, 1825, Jan. 5, 1830, 
oe Thomas Walter, Jan. 4, 1825, Jan. 5, 1830, 
Joseph Trotter, Jan. 4, 1825, Jan. 5, 1830, 
ELECTING COMMITTEE. John B. Ellison, Jan. 3, 1826, Jan. 5, 1830. 
William Pope, Aug. 8, 1801, Sep. 12, 1801. | James Mott, : Jan. 1, 1828, Jan. 5, 1830, 
James Cresson, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 3, 1815. | Samuel Hutchinson, Jan. 1, 1828, Jan. 5, 1830, 
Rowland Jones, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 4, 180S. | Josepa Warner, Jan. 5, 1830. 
Greenbury D. Hanson, Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 3, 1804. | Josera M. Troman, Jan. 5, 1830, 
Adam Konigmacher, Aug. 8,1801, Jan. 3, 1815. | John S. Henry, Jan. 5, 1830. Jan, 4, 1831. 
John Stockton, Aug. 8, 1801, 1802, | Apam Dratocug, Jan. 5, 1850. 
Caleb Emlen, Aug. 8, 1801, Sep. 12, 1801. | Jonn U. Frater, Jan. 5, 1830. 
Hartt Grandom Aug. 8, 1801, Jan. 5, 1802. | Jonw Kenwonrtuaer, Jan. 5, 1830, 
Samuel Holmes, Aug. &, 1801, Jan. 5, 1802. | Manton Gitiincuam, Jan. 5, 1850. 
George Summers, Aug.8,1801, Sep. 12,1801. | Freperick Frater, Jan, 4, 1831. 
William Brown, ‘ Aug. 8,1801, Sep. 12, 1801. -- 
Hudson Stockton, Aug. 8,1801, Sep. 12, 1801. ; 
Thomas Potts, jr. Sep.12,1801, Jan. 5, 1802. ashame ceatibveadtainoe mete OF MANAGERS. 
Fielding Lucas, jr. | Sep. 12, 1801, Jan. 1, 1805, CHAIRMAN. 
Savage Stillwell, Sep. 12,1801, Jan. 3, 1804.) Joseph Briggs, chosen June 15, 1801. 
Joseph Briggs, Sep. 12,1801, Jan. 5, 1802. William Fry, do August 10, 1801. 
James White, Sep. 12, 1801, Jan. 5, 1802. Jonathan Fell, do January 7, 1803. 
Charles Allen, Jan. 5, 1802, Jan. 2, 1810. Joseph R. Kammerer, do January 5, 1805. 
Jeremiah Warder, jr. Jan. 5, 1802, Jan. 4, 1808. Jonathan Fell, do January 10,1812, 
William Abbott, Jan. 5,1802, Jan. 7, 1812.) Philip Garrett, do January 8, 1813. 
Thomas Firth, Jan. 5, 1802, Jan. 4, 1803./ John Claxton, do January 5, 1821. 
William Bradford, Jan, 5, 1802, Jan. 4,1803.| Wuizrram Argsorrt, do January 6, 1826. 
William a Jan. 4, 1803, Jan. 7, 1806. a ; 
Henry D. Hubley, Jan. 4, 1803, April 15, 1806. 
Sane White, Jan. 4, 1803, i. 1, 1805. SECRETARY. 
William J. Bell, Jan. 4, 1803, Jan. 2, 1810. William Fry, chosen June 15, 1801. 
John Parry, Jan. 4, 1805, Jan.5,1808.; Edmund Darch, do August 10, 1801. 
Hudson Stockton, Jan. 3, 1804, Jan. 6, 1807. Joseph Williams, do January 8, 1802, 
William Blakey, jr. Jan. 3, 1804, Jan. 7, 1806. Caleb Cresson, jr. do January 7, 1803. 
Ricaarn Grorce, Jan. 1, 1805. Joseph R. Kammerer, do January 3, 1804, 
Joseph Maxfield, Jan. 1, 1805, Jan. 5, 1808. Fielding Lucas, jr. do January 5, 1805. 
Charles Biddle, jr. Jan. 7, 1806, Jan. 5, 1808.| Thomas L. Bristoll, do January 8, 1808, 
Stephen North, Jan. 7, 1806, ‘Jan. 2,1810.| Joseph M. Paul, do © January 14,1809. 
Samuel Holmes, Jan. 6, 1807, March 31, 1811. William Fry, do January 12,1810, 
John Paul, Jan. 6, 1807, Jan. 6, 1824, Joseph Williams, do January 10,1812. 
William Widdifield, Jan. 5, 1808, Jan. 2, 1810.| John Robbins, do January 8, 1813, 
William Fawcett, Jan. 5, 1808, Jan. 2, 1811. Blakey Sharpless, do January 9, 1818. 
Samuel Sellers, Jan. 5, 1808, Jan. 5, 1813. Samuel L. Shober, do January 8, 1819. 
William Wood, Jan. 2,1810, Jan. 6, 1824.| Samuel Mason, jr. do January 5, 1821. 
Juhn G. Simmons, Jan. 2, 1810, Jan. 2, 1811. William B. Davidson, do January 8, 1825. 
Harvey Lewis, Jan, 2, 1810, Jan, 4,1825.' Jou» B, Exuisoy, do May 29, 1829. 
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From the Philadelphia Gazette. _ COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Baxenr presented a pe- 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. tition, praying that Biddle’s alley be pavea, which was 


referred to the paving committce. 
Mondoy, July 23, 1832. The following comm uuication from commissioners of 


Mr. Dvaxe was called to the chair, in the absence of | the Kensington district was received, and was referred 





the president. to the watering committee. 

Mr. Masser called up for consideration, the ordinance Kensineton, July 18th, 1852. 
relative to Water street, which was agreed to, an‘ tue | 7’ the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phi- 
ordinance was passed by the Select Council, put was ladelphia. 
ordered to be printed by the Common Council, for the | _Gentlemen,—The commissioners of the *‘ Kensington 
benefit of the Common Council. District of the Northern Liberties,” desirous of intro- 

Mr. Jounsow offered a petition from the City Carters, | ducing the Schuylkill water into the District, some time 
which was referred to the Mayor, and City Commission- | since appointed Hugh Clark, W. F. Harrison, Michael 
ers, with power to act. Keenan, Henry Remmey, jr. and John Rambo, a com- 

Mr. Nerr offered the annexed preamble and resolu- | mittee to communicate with committees to be appointed 
tion, which were agreed to. by Councils, and the commissioners of the Northern Li- 

Whereas frequent complaints have been made to | berties, as tothe most eligible mode of introducing the 
members of the Sanitary Committee, of the bad state of | same. Our committees would be glad to have an early 
an alley back of Relief Alley, Therefore, arrangement of the matter, and for that purpose ask an 

Resolved, That the subject be referred to the pa-| early interview. Very respectfully, 
ving committee, with power to order the same paved, Your ob’t serv’t, 
should they deem it necessary. HUGH CLARK, Chairman of W. C. 

Mr. Groves, as chairman of the committee to procure Mr. Farrz called up for consideration, the resolution 
plans of the rail-road along Broad street, made the an- | attached to the report of the committee to visit the 
nexed report, which was read and laid on the table. lands of the late Stephen Girard, which was agreed to; 

The committee appointed to procure plans for the | and the resolution as amended, was passed by both 
construction of the rail-road along Broad street, from | Councils. 

Vine to Cedar street, report, Mr. Rrawn offered the following resolution, which 

That they have procured three different plans of rails | was passed by the Common Council, but was laid on the 
and sills, which accompany this report, and to which | table in the Select Council. 
they beg leave to refer the members of Councils. The| Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That 
committee are of opinion, that the drawing marked No, | the Clerks of Councils, be authorized to have printed, 
3, on the plan, is the one which is the most suitable for a | ia pamphlet form, the ordinances of Councils, and the 
street, so much travelled as Broad street, as it presents | acts of Assembly relating to the city, passed since the 
no impediment to the wheels of carriages, and will not | last pamphlet publication, and charge the expense of 
be liable to get out of order. It will be necessary to make | the same, to appropriation No. 21. 
turn-outs at the intersections of the main streets, a plan Mr. Sexton offered the annexed resolution, which 
of which has not yet been procured, but those on the | was agreed to, and Messrs, Fritz and Neff, were ap- 
road through Baltimore, it is supposed are best calculat | pointed that committee. 
ed for the purpose. Resolved, That one member of each Council, be add- 

The committee are of opinion, that the rails should be | ed to the committee on the improvement of the Schuyl- 
contracted for, and the granite sills prepared, to be | kill lands, &c. 
ready at the commencement of the next season; they . Thursday, July 26th, 1832. 
therefore, submit the following resolution. SELECT COUNCIL.-—The annexed communica- 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to contract | tion from the City Commissioners was received, and re- 
for a sufficient quantity ofiron rails, and also for granite | ferred to the market committee. 
stone to form the sills of the said rail-road, and to have City Commissioners’ Orrice, 
the same prepared—and that they be authorized to em- July 26th, 1832. 
ploy a suitable person to superintend the work, when-| To the President and Members of the Common Couneil. 
ever they may think the services ofsuch a person neces-| Gentlemen,—The City Commissioners have received 

4 the enclosed communication from Mr. Benj. W. Clark, 

Mr. Masser offered the following resolution which | who has the charge of the clock at the corner of High 
was passed by the Select Council. and Second streets, on the subject of procuring a new 

Resolved by the Select and Common Council, That | clock. As the commissioners are not authorized to act 
the sum of ten thousand dollars, be, and the same is| in this matter, unless directed by Councils, they re- 
hereby appropriated to be employed under the direc. | spectfully refer it to their consideration. 

















tions of the Sanitary Committee, for the purpose of re- By order, ROBERT H. SMITH, 
lieving the poor within the city, who are unable to pro- City Clerk, 
vide for themse'ves, a comfortable subsistence, and that [corr. } 

the expense of cleansing and purifying the respec- To the City Commissioners. 


tive premises of such persons asare unable to pay, be| Gentlemen,—The clock at the Court House, corner 
paid by the city, and that the expense thereof, be charge | of Second and Market streets, of which I have charge, 
to appropriation No. 21. is so much out of repair, that it is impossible to make it 

Mr. Groves offered the subjoined resolution, and | keep correct time. The clock is athirty hour one, and 
called for the ayesand nays. It was carried in the Se- | is supposed to be nearly two hundred years old. A first 


lect Councils, by the following vote. rate eight day clock can be procured, I believe, for six to 
Ayes, Messrs. Fox, Groves, Massey, Neff, and To-| eight hundred dollars. Mr. Lukens’s calculation for 
land—S. repairs of the old one, is from two to three hundred 
Nays, Messrs. Duane, Horn, Johnson, and Lippin-/ dollars, and then it would not keep correct time. The 
cott—4. immense business done in the immediate vicinity of the 
But the Common Councils had adjourned before it | Court House, and the consequent importance of having 
was sent to them. the correct time, renders it necessary that decisive 


Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That | measures should be taken as speedily as possible upon 
the Board of Health be, and they are hereby requested | the subject. 
to interdict the intercourse from the city of New York, I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your ob’t serv’t. 
and such other cities and towns, as may be afflicted with _ Signed, BENJ. W. CLARE. 
the Asiatic Cholera, and this city as soon as practicable. / Philadelphia, July 26, 1832. 
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The following communication was received from the | a3 tax collector, from M. Michael A. Cline, which was 

Commissioners of Kensington District, which was read | referred to the Mayor and City Solicitor. 
and laid on the table. | _ The Common Council then took up for consideration, 
Purrapetrnra, July, 1852. | the resolution passed by the Select Council at their last 


: ; ; ; , meeting, relative to s i ; : 
To the Select and Common Councils of Philadelphia. Shee ak aa hoa eee = —— 
Gentlemen~ In obedience to a resolution of the Board Mr. Fritz called up for third reading the ordinance 


of Commissioners of the Kensington District of the | relative to the width of Water street, which passed, 
Northern Liberties, | have the honor herewith to pre- | yeas, 15; Nay 1. 


sent you a copy of a Digest of the Laws and Ordinan-| he Commo -. ‘ 
aan ai dion: Cieamniienant alttead Wistales. n Council then took up for consideration 


. | the resolution offered by Mr. Massey, at the last meet- 
Very a Clerk ing of the Select Council, which was agreed to, and Mr. 
» Vierk. | Leiper, offered an amendment, which was agreed to, 
Mr. Periit offered the annexed resolution, which | when on motion of Mr. Horn, it was postponed, for the 
was .dopted. | purpose of introducing the following ordinance which 
Resolved, That the Clerks of the Councils respect- | was read and laid on the table. 
a fully acknowledge the acceptance by the Councils, of} Be it ordained and enacted by the citizens of Phila- 
a the copy of a Digest of the Laws and Ordinances for the delphia, in Select and Common Council assembled, 
government of the Kensington District of the North- | That the powers of the Sanitary Committee be extend- 
: ern Liberties, presented by the Commissioners of that | ed so as to remove all such persons as may be unable 
3 District; and that a copy of the “Digest of the Ordi-| to remove themselves, and further, to do all things 
nances of the Corporation of the City of Philadelphia, | which they in their judgment may think necessary and 
and of the acts of Assembly relating thereto,” suitably | proper for the preservation of the health of the city, 
bound, be presented to the Commissioners of Kensing- and that the expenses of carrying this ordinance; into 
ton. e | effect be charged to the appropriation for sanitary 
Mr. Lirrrncotr presented a petition relative to a | purposes, 
stand for drays, which was referred to the market com- 
mittee. : 
Mr. Fox presented a petition for paving Madison | Ease eaere a. : 
Avenue, which was referred to the paving committee. | Nearly opposite the State Capitol, on the west side 
Mr. Dvanrs,as chairman of the Girard committee, | of the Susquehanna river, and at the mouth of the 
made a report which was ordered to be printed. | Conodoguinnett creek, Messrs. Hiester and Callender, 
A communication from Charles Cany, was reccived, have lately erected the ‘‘Fairview Rolling Mills.”” 
and referred to a joint committee of two members | They take their name from the beautiful situation of the 
from each Council; and Messrs. Toland, Massey, Okie, village near which they are located, being in full view 
and Mayberry, were appointed the committee. of Harrisburg, and the surrounding country. This is 
Mr. PertiT offered the following resolution, which | certainly one of the most delightful spots on the 
was adopted, and Messrs. Pettit, Lippincott, Hood, and | banks of the Susquehanna, celebrated as it is for beau- 
Fritz, were appointed that committee. | tiful and variegated scenery. The view up and down 
Resolved, That a joint committee, of two members of | the stream, is here and there obstructed by beautiful 
each Council, be appointed to consider whether any, | islands, compared to which the Island of Blannerhassett 
and if any, what measures ought to be adopted on the | in the Ohio, is vastly inferior. ‘The river is more thana 
part of the corporation of Philadelphia, in relation to | Mile wide, and generally, the iron from the Rolling 
the real estate purchased by the late Stephen Girard, | Mills can be carried across to Harrisburg in boats, 
F:sq. subsequent to the date of the last publication of | Whereit can be put on the canal for Philadelphia, with- 














his last will and testament. | outany land carriage. Arks of coal from Clearfield, 
Mr. LiprixcoTT offered the annexed resolution, | Lycoming and Luzerne counties, can also be unloaded at 
which was adopted by both Councils. | the mills. This circumstance gives these Rolling Mills 


Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils of the | 2 decided advantage. Here is one of the finest water 
city of Philadelphia, That the Mayor be and he is here- | powers in Pennsylvania; the fall being sufficient, and 
by authorized, to pay the taxes now due, and that may | the water abundant at every season of the year. Du- 
hereafter be levied upon the different tracts of land, | ring the last week we paid a visit to these mills, and 
aud other real estate, bequeathed to the corporation | Witnessed the operation of rolling iron from blooms in- 
by the late Elias Boudinot, also those of the late Ste-| to bars. Between 4and 6 tons per day are rolled and 
sun Girard. ' sent to the Philadelphia market; the bituminous coal 

Mr. Torann as chairman of the committee to whom ( from Clearfield county isused for heating blooms. The 
was referred Mr. Cany’s communication, made the fol- proprietors are preparing to roll sheet iron, in which 
lowing report and resolution, which were adopted. | the anthracite is used. No person should visit Harris- 

The Joint Committee, to which was referred the pe- | burg without paying a visit to these mills. Such works 
tition and bill of Mr. Charles Cany, beg leave to offer | Of industry and enterprise, located in any place, are the 





the following resolution. richest ornaments of a country. — Pennsylvania Intel. 
Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that | -— 
the executors of Stephen Girard be, and they are here- | Towanpa. 


by authorized and requested to settle and pay the bill of | Asa great many people are leaving the large citiés to 
Charles Cany against his estate, on the principles of | avoid the cholera, we recommend to their attention our 
equity and justice. ‘own borough as a healthy and pleasant place. We 

COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Baxer presented a | venture to say that there is not 2 more healthy town in 
petition praying that the north side of High street, be-| the Union, than Towanda is at present. The town 
tween Delaware Fourth and Fifth streets, may be paved, | contains about five or six hundred inhabitants, and is 
which was referred to the paving committee. situated on the west bank of the north branch of the Sus- 

Mr. Hory presented a petition praying that an Alley | quehanna river, eighteen miles from the state line. 
running into Tenth street from Currant Alley, below | There are springs within a few miles of this place said 
Wainut street, may be repaved, which was referred to | to possess excellent medicinal qualities, which are likely 
the paving committee with power to act; and so much of | to become places of considerable resort. Vhe fever 
it as relates to the fire plug, to the watering committee. | and ague, so common in the towns on the banks of the 

Mr. Horn presented a communication, asking the | river above and below, never make their appearance 


— of . certain house from the effect of his bond | unless contracted at some other place.—Aradford Sett. 
ox, X. 10 











74 CHOLERA IN PHILADELPHIA. {Aveust 








Extract of a letter to the Editor, dated CASES OF CHOLERA e 

New Hors, July 22d, 1832. | Reronrep To Tat Boanp or Hratta, rrom Jury 1lrs, ro 2p Av- I 

“The canal navigation now begins to as | GUST INCLUSIVE. 
sume quite a cheering aspect. Twenty boats 

passed the locks at this place yesterday and 
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to-day; 14 were freighted with coal from{ Date. Residence. é S\E\E ° 3 
Mauch Chunk to Philadelphia.”—Doy. Dem. 2s\|z\> 5] 2 
CHOLERA RECORD. July |11/Filbert, near Schuylkill Sd street, 41) 1 1 |Dead 
HEALTH OFFICE, arene, - i oe 
Philadelphia, July 13th, 1832. 21 Mead alley, 43. 1: IDead 
The following gentlemen compose the Con- 179 St. Johns street, 35, 1, |Conval 
sulting Medical Board, appointed by the | 93 Green street, 20; 1 1 Do 
Board of Health, Thos. T. Hewson, M. D. West street, East Kensington, (52, 1; |Dead 
L. P. Thompson, M. D. Wm. C. Brewster, 17|South side South street, above 94,|50! 1 
M. D. Thomas H. Brinckle, M. D. Geo. 24/Queen st. Kens. near Glass house, |21| 1 1| |Dead 
McClellan, M. D. Wm. D. Brinckle, M. D. 27| Hospital, station No. 4, '35/ 1 1 Do 
Isaac Cline, M. D. Samuel Calhoun, M. D. Do do do 45. 1 1) Do 
Jesse R. Burden, M. D. Joseph Pancoast, 28 Do do No. 10, lo7 14 Do 
M. D. John T. Sharpless, M. D. Jacob S. Sloop Ruth, at Christian st. whf. ‘40! 1 1 Do 
Zorns, M. D. David F. Condie, M. D. Station No. 15, 1 1, |Conval 
Attest, Wm. A. MARTIN, Clerk. Do do | 1 1 |Dead 
_ Do do Do 
July 18th, 1832, Do No. 9, 33 | Do 
The following appointments, recommend- 29\Sch’kill 5th, bet. Market & Arch, 30, 1| Do 
ed by the “Cholera Medical Board,” have Market, between Juniper & 13th, 36 1) |Conval 
been confirmed by the Board of Health. Hospital, No. 5, 6th & Lombard, 1} |Collaps 
Bush Hill, City Hospital—Thomas T. Almshouse, 35, 1| |Do de’d 
Hewson, M. D. Physician-in-chief. No. 10, Small street, \60 1} |Dead 
Station No, 1.—Public building, corner of 30 Peach, between Green and Coates, 29, 1} |Collaps 
Eleventh and Buttonwood street. Physician; Hosp.corner of Schu. 7th & Race, |27| 1} |Conval 
W.C. Brinckle, M. D. No. 18, Palmyra Row. | Broadbent’s cou’t, N. Mar.ab. Vine 35, 1} |\Dead 
Station No. 2.—Neighbourhood of 6th and | Arch Street Prison, 36 1 
Vine streets. Physician—Isaac Remington, Mechanics’ court, N. L. 28 1; |Dead 
M. D. 5th street, near Vine. Third street below Coates, N. L./32 1 Do 
Station No. 3,—Public building, Marlbo- | Tenth below Fitzwater, 50) 1 Do 
rough street, above West. Physician—Isaac Twelve feet alley, Moyamensing, |50 Do 
Kline, M. D. 2d street, 3 doors below Beaver. No. 8, Small street, | 9) Do 
Station No, 4,—Public building in 3d st., Station No. 15, between 20 and|40) 2)\Conk1d 
above Brown. Physician—Jacob S. Zorns, Third street, near Globe mill, 30 1 
M. D. No. 91, Green street. _ Do do | 1; |Dead 
Station No. 5.—Neighbourhood of 6th and Station No. 6, 50, Do 
Coates street, for blacks, Physician—John Do 30) 
A. Elkinton, M. D. Coates above 5th street. 31 Do 44 
Station No. 6.--West Kensington public Almshouse, 57; Well 
building in Hope street, above Otter. Phy- Do 40 Dead 
sician—Abraham Helfeinstein, M. D, above Do 19 Do 
Beach street opposite the Market. Do 60, Do 
Stations No. 7, 8, 9,10, 11, 12, 13, 14.— Do 30) Do 
Physicians—Thomas R. Brinckle, M. D.N. | Hospital No.5, 6th and Lombard, |51| 1\Conval. 
6th street, near Vine; John T. Sharpless, | South, near 5th, 22, Do 
M. D. Arch street, below 4th; George Maiden, below Front, 28) Dead 
McClellan, M. D. corner of 7th and Wash- Near Carpenter and 6th, Moya. (35 Do 
ington square; Samuel Calhoun, M. D. No. Do 27) 1 
15, south 7th street; William C. Brewster, Station No. 15, 25| 1\Dead 
M. D. No. 214 south 4th street; Hugh L. Do 55) 1) 
Hodge, M. D. No. 180, Walnut street; Jo- Water, below Callowhill, 35) 1) ; 
seph Pancoast, M. D. No. 103, Walnut st.; N. Second, above Laurel, N. L. | 9) 1} 1| |Dead ‘ 
Jacob Randolph, M. D. No. 69, Spruce st. | Station No. 17, 36 1) 1) Do ‘ 
Locations to be designated hereafter. Do 55) 1 1; Do ; 
Station No. 15.—Public building, south Do 9, 52| 1 Do E 
6th street near Catharine. Physician—Lew- Do 10, 35)\ 1 Do : 
is P. Thompson, M. D. South street, 3 doors Do 2, 1 4 
below 9th. Aug| 1/Third, above Globe mill, 31) 1 | 
Station No. 16.—North east portion of Otter, near Germantown road, 21 1 Conval. 
Southwark. Physician—Jesse R. Burden, M. Almshouse, 29 1 Dead ; 
D. No. 231, South 3d street. Frankford road, 29; 1 1; |Conval. F 
Station No. 17.—Public building in Catha- St. John’s st. above Poplar Lane, '30} 1 1! Do 
rine, between 3d and 4th streets. Physician; Queen, near Passyunk, Southw, |24) 1 Do 
David F. Condie, M. D. No. 138, Catharine Parham’s Alley, Southw. 119 1 Do 4 
street. Second, below Carpenter, 30} | 1 Do ; 
Station No, 18, for blacks. Public build- Peach, bet. Green and Coates st./61) | 1 Do 
ing in West Moyamensing. Physician—Geo. S. side of South, above 12th, Moy. 60 1 1| |Dead 7 
B. M‘Knight, M. D. Naval Asylum. By or- pore feore ere 
der of the Cholera Medical Board. CARRIED OVER, 38,29,35\14 





THOMAS T. HEWSON, President. 
Wm. Carxtt BRewstsr, Sec’y, 
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No. 2. City Carpenter Shop, Jones’ Alley; 
Physician-in-chief, Dr. Parrish, 





. | rat | 9 |e | = No. 3. In Dock near Front—Dr. Horner, 
| Date. Residence. 2. 5 El=|$| 28 Physician-in-chief, 
<ul | = No. 4. In Penn street below Pine—Dr. J. 
=— - —'—' —|— ot - | K. Mitchell, Physician-in-chief. 
‘Brought forward, \s8 29/35)14 No. 5. Sixth and Lombard street—Dr. 
Aug) 1 Corner Bedford and 12th, Moya. |$2) 1 Dead Jackson, Physician-in-chief. 

‘Race and Vine, and 10th and 11th, 1 Conval No. 6. In Lombard near Eleventh, City 
< No. 16, Vine street, Dead Carpenter Shop—Dr. Harris, Physician-in 
3 No. 3, Clymer st. Moyamensing, 68; | 1] 1] (Collaps. | chief. 

4 No. 1, do 26| 1 1} (Conval No. 7. Corner Schuylkill Eleventh and 
4 No. 94, Dillwyn, N. L. 1} 1) |Dead Race street—Dr. Harlan, Physician-in-chief. 
s Hospital, Locust and 12th, 26, 1 1 Conval, No. 8. Crown street near Vine, Session 
% Do from Almshouse, | | 1) 1) |Dead | Room of St, Augustine Church—Dr. O. H. 
a Do No, 2, Jones’s alley, |45, 1) | 1) (Living | Taylor, Physician-in-chief. 
: Do 15, ; 35,1 1 Dead No. 9. Twelfth and Locust street—Dr. 
q wg} |Shirker’s alley, Moyamensing, (55) 1 Do Chapman, Physician-in-chief. 
2} 9\Third, below Coates, N. L. 1 1| (Living No, 10. Cherry street, above Fifth, Ses- 
4 =| 'Front, above Callowhill, 1) 1 Do _ jsion Room of Presbyterian Church—Dr. 
¥ 2} |28, aon nn, rr 30| 1 : = Meigs, Physician-in-chief. 
4 5S Haydock, below Front, N. L. 46 1 0 —_ 
4 3 25, Franklin street, do- 24; 1) | 1| |Dead Rari-roap Exrpertment.—We understand 
3 S| |From a brig at N. wharves, city, (22) 1) | 1 Do that an experiment was performed on Satur- 
4 "S| |South st. wharf, Schuylkill, 36 1} 1) |Collaps. | day, on the Baltimore and Ohiorail-road, with 
4 = Small above 12th, Moya. 40) 1 1} |Dead the new Locomotive Engine from York, Pa. 
a | |Hospital, Buttonwood st. Brinkle»|59| 1| 1} 2) |1do constructed by Mr. Phineas Davis, which 
4 . Catharine street,Condie,| | 2) 1) 2) 1/2 do proved highly satisfactory. It conveyed ex- 
. Jones’s alley, Parrish, 1 1; |Dead clusive of its tender, a train of seven cars, 
Lombard street, Harris,|29} | 1) 1| |Living | weighing in the whole, about twenty-five 
Moyamen’g ,Thompson,| | 4| 1) 2\ 3\3 dead | tons, from the depot at Baltimore to Ellicott’s 
Race street, Harlan, 2 1} 1/2 do mills, a distance of thirteen miles, in one 
Almshouse, 4| 4) |1 do hour and five minutes. The first seven miles 
Do 1} 1} |Conval. | to the relay house were travelled in thirty- 
Arch Street Prison, 1\12| 7| 6/1 dead | four minutes; the motion was not checked 
— | here, however, but the train proceeded, and 
Total cases from July 11,to Aug. 2) (60 57'69'27\* in ag er minutes more arrived at the 
Sma SSS 50 oo—o—o—or—_ | mills, a further distance of six miles. The 
sc ¥ REPORT. latter five miles of the road being much curv- 
0 9 ed at radii of four hundred feet, and at the 
3 3 B¢ same time ascending at an average of from 
4 4 aE ~ thirteen to eighteen feet per mile, were 
& 2 9 a 5 passed at the rate of ten to twelve miles per 
| < = < a hour, thus evincing the capability of the en- 
: TS meen oe ——_————I1" ~ | gine and its adaptation to the road. The fu- 
‘i |g | i 3 .)& (el employed was anthracite coal, and the 
4 Date > 3 ‘= $\a\|\ | @ |\2 9|2 | steam was redundant throughout the latter 
Zz 2 a FE 315 iS 2| & | #\Q |halfof the distance which required the great- 
& a a an ror Pee tn — | est application of power.— Bak. American. 
a July, 11 _ | | viet} 3 ; ANTI-TOBACCO MEETING AT WILKESBARRE. 
3 amen een) : g| Agreeably to public notice, a large and 
a 13 |j-—— ea ee 0/0 respectable number of the inhabitants of this 
4 oll | sane ee —— 0 | 0 | place, friendly to the formation of an Anti- 
3 1S) le er 5\3 Tobacco Society, met at the court house, on 
4 56: [ios ite xe A 1|0 Saturday evening, the 16th inst. when, on 
x a ee en ere ee a 0 | 0 motion, John P. Babb, was called to the chair, 
a 18 ||—— —_{_|/—_|__|} 9 | 0 | and William B. Norton, appointed Secretary. 
3 SP deg ernie esenies —|\— 010 The object of the meeting having been 
4 ae ees ~ |_|) |__|} 9 | 0 | Stated by the chairman, Dr. D. N. Scott, O. 
3 21 arco re. — 0 | 0 F. Johnston, and L. Kidder, addressed the 
: 93 nee St 9 | 0 | meeting, detailing the injurious effects which 
‘ 214 |! \_||___ |__|} 4 | 1 | are produced by the use of tobacco, 
4 = Rae, oars | aoa ao On motion, it was 
4S 5 | |_| _—|| 9 | 0| Resolved, That a committee of five be ap- 
2 rn Ee 9|2 pointed to draft a constitution, to be present- 
2 27 oe P | — 6 | 5 | edtothe next meeting of the society; and that 
x ~~ ea ee 6 | 1| Dr. T. W. Miner, John P. Babb, Dr. Boyd, 
s = eee a ata —_|| 43 | 7 |9nd Dr. D. N. Scott, compose the committee. 
4 30: Slaw ote 13'| | Resolved, That Messrs, Kidder, Johnson, 
< 31 5 | 2) 5 , . g |and Miner, be a committee to prepare an ad- 
2 Aug. 1 by} ty 1 ; 1419 " ; 40 \15 | aress for the next meeting. 
a ; | ; ; 13 : 3151 4| 41135 ‘14 Resolved, That this meeting adjourn to 


meet at the court house, on Saturday, the 


The following is a list of the Hospitals established for the re- 
ception of Cholera patients, within the city of Philadelphia, un-| Resolved, That the proceedings of this 


der the direction of the Sanitary Committee. meeting be published in all the papers of this 
No. 1, In Chester street above Race; Physician-in-chief, Dr. valley. JOHN P. BABB, Chairman. 


Lukens. Wm, B. Norton, Sec’y. 


| 23d inst. at half past 7, P. M. 
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SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS ON THE 
REVISED CODE. 
(Continued from Vol, IX. page 216.) 


A bill relating to the descent and distribution of the 
estates of intestates, 
CONTENTS. 
Section I. Interest of widow or husband. 
Article 1. Widow and issue. 
9. Widow and Collateral heirs. 
3. Husband and heirs. 
Section II. Interest of lineal descendants. 
Article 1. Children only. 
2, Grand children, only. 
3. Other lineal descendants in the same degree. 
4. Descendants in different degrees. 
' § A. Children and grand children 
§ B. Grand children and great grand children, kc. 
§ C. Interest of deceased child’s issue, &c, 
Section III. Interest of father and mother. 
Section IV. Interest of brothers and sisters, and their 
descendants—eal estate. 
Article 1. Brothers and sisters of whole blood. 
2. Children of such brothers and sisters deceased, 
3. Brothers and sisters of whole blood and chil- 
dren of such deceased. 
4. Other descendants of such brother and sister,dec. 
5. Personal estate: brothers and sisters, &c. of 
whole and half blood. 
Section V. In default of persons entitled to the real 


estate, as before the same, to go to the father and | 


mother absolutely. 

Section VI. In default of such, the real estate to go to 
brothers and sisters of the half blood, and their de- 
scendants. 

Section VII. In default of all previously enumerated, 
the next of kin, to take the real and personal estate. 

Section VIII. Proviso limiting representation among 
collaterals. 

Section IX. Proviso limiting the real estate to per- 
sons of the blood of the ancestor. 

Section X. In default of known heirs or kindred, the 
surviving husband or wife, to take the whole estate 
absolutely. 

Section XI. General rule for all cases not expressly 
provided for. 

Section XII. In default ofall persons entitled, the com- 
monwealth to take by escheat. 
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Section XIII. Posthumous relations to take in all cases. 

Section XIV. General rule for distribution where there 
is only one, or several in the same degree. 

Section XV. The widow’s share to be in lieu of dower, 

Section XVI. Provision in case of advancement, 

Section XVII. General rule excluding illegitimate de- 
scendants, &c. 


| Section XVIII. Proceeds of real estate sold for payment 


of debts to be distributed as real estate. 

Section XIX. Limitation of time fur the recovery of dis- 
tributive shares. 

Section XX. Proviso, where the domicil of the intestate 
is out of the state. 

Section I. The real and personal estateof a descendent, 
whether male of female, remaining after payment of alt 
just debts and legal charges, which shall not have been 
sold or disposed of by will, or otherwise limited by mar- 
riage settlement, shall be divided and enjoyed as fol- 
lows, viz: 

Art. 1. where such intestates shall leave a widow and 
issue, the widow shall be entitled to one-third part 
of the real estate, for the term of her life, and to 
one-third part of the personal estate absolutely. 

2. Where such intestate shall leave a widow and col- 
lateral heirs or other kindred, but no issue, the 
widow shall be entitled to one-half part of the real 
estate, including the mansion house, and buildings 
appurtenant thereto, for the term ofher life, and to 
one-half part of the personal estate absolutely. 

3. Where such intestate shall leave a husband, he 
shall take the whole personal estate; and the real 
estate shall descend and pass as is hereinafter pro- 
vided ;saving to the husband his right as a tenant by 
the courtesy, which shall take place although there 
be no issue of the marriage, in all cases where the 
issue, if any, would have inherited. 

Section II. Subject to the estates and interests here- 
inbefore given to the widow or surviving husband, if 
any, the real estate of such intestate shall descend to, 
and the personal estate not otherwise hereinbefore dis- 
posed of shall be distributed among his issue, accord- 
ing to the following rules and order of succession, viz: 

1, If such intestate shall leave children, but no other 
descendant, being the issue of a deceased child, 
the estate shall descend to, and be distributed 
among such children, 
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2, If such intestate shall leave grand children, but no | the personal estate, not otherwise hereinbefore dispos- 


child nor other descendant, being the issue of a de- 
ceased grand child, the estate sha!l descend to, and 
be distributed among such grand children. 

3. If such intestate shall leave descendants in any 
other degree of consanguinity, however remote 
from him, and all in the same degree of consanguin- 
ity to him, the estate shall descend to, and be dis- 
tributed among such descendants. 

4, If such intestate shall leave descendants in differ- 
ent degrees of consanguinity to him, the more re- 
mote of them being the issue of a deceased child, 
grand child or other descendant, the estate shall de- 
scend to, and be distributed among them as fol- 
lows, viz: 

A. Each of the children of such intestate, shall re- 
ceive such share as such child would have receiv- 
ed, if all the children of the intestate, who shall 
then be dead, leaving issue, had been living at the 
death of the intestate. 

B. Each of the grand children, if there shall be no 
children, in like manner shall receive such share, as 
he or she would have received, if all the other 
grand children, who shall then be dead, leaving is- 
sue, had been living at the death of the intestate; 
and so in like manner to the remotest degree. 

C, In every such case, the issue of such deceased 
child, grand child, or other descendant, shall take 
by representation of their parents respectively, 
such share only as would have descended to such 
parents, if they had been living at the death of the 
intestate. 

Section III. In default of issue, as aforesaid, and sub- 

ject also, as aforesaid, to the estates and interests herein- 

efore givento the widow or surviving husband, if any, 
the real estate shall go to the father and mother of such 
intestate, during their joint lives, and the life of the sur- 
vivor of them; and the personal estate, not otherwise 
hereinbefore disposed of, shall be vested in them abso- 
lutely, or, if either the father or mother be dead, at the 
time of the death of the intestate, the parent surviving 
such intestate, shall enjoy such real estate during his or 
her life, and such personal estate absolutely. 

Section IV. In default of issue as aforesaid, and sub- 

ject to the estates and interests hereinbefore given to the 
widow or surviving husband, father and mother of the 


ed of, shall be distributed among the collateral heirs and 
kindred of such estate, according to the following rules 


and order of succession, viz: 


1. Ifsuch intestate shall leave brothers and sisters, or 
either, of the whole blood, and no nephew or niece 
being the issue of a deceased brother or sister of 
the whole blood, the real estate shall descend to, 
and vest in such brothers and sisters. 

2. If such intestate shall leave neither brother nor 
sister of the whole blood, but nephews and nieces 
being the children of such deceased brother or sis- 
ter, the real estate shall descend to, and vest in 
such nephews and nieces, 

If such intestate shall leave brothers or sisters of 
the whole blood, and also nephews and nieces, be- 
ing the children of any such deceased brother or sis- 
ter, the real estate shall descend to, and vest in 
such brothers, and sisters, and nephews, and 
nieces, as follows, viz: every such brother and sis- 
ter, shall receive such share as he, or she, would 
have received if all the brothers and sisters who 
shall then be dead, leaving children, had been living 
at the death of the intestate; and such nephews, 
and nieces, shall take by representation of their pa- 
rents, respectively, such share only, as would have 


descended to such parents, if they had been living 
at the death of the intestate, 


4, If such intestate shall leave neither brother nor 
sister, of the whole blood, nor any nephew or 
niece, being the child of such deceased brother or 
sister, the real estate shall descend to, and vest in 
the next of kin of such intestate, being the descen- 
dants of his brothers and sisters, of the whole blood. 


5. The personal estate of such intestate, not otherwise 
hereinbefore disposed of, shall, in the several cases 
mentioned in this section, be distributed among the 
brothers and sisters, of the intestate and their issue, 
in like manner, in each of the suid cases, as is pro- 
vided for the descent and division of the real estate 


of the intestate; but without any distinction of 
blood. 


Section V. In default of issue, and brothers and sis- 


ters of the whole blood, and their descendants, as afore- 


said, and subject to the estates and interests hereinbe- 
intestate, if any, the real estate shall descend to, and | fore given to the widow and surviving husband, if any, 
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the real estate shall go to, and be vested in the father | intestate shall be allotted to such childas shall make the 
or mother of the intestate; or if both be living at the | estate of all the said children to be equal, as near as 
time of his death, in the father and mother, for such | can be estimated, 

estate as the intestate had therein. | Section XVII. The provisions of this act relative to 

Section VI. In default of issue, and brothers and sis- | the descent and distribution of real and personal estate 
ters of the whole blood, and their descendants, and also | among the descendants and collateral relations of an 
of father and mother, competent by this act, to take an | intestate, shall be construed to mean such persoris on- 
estate of inheritance therein, the real estate of such in- | ly as may have been born in lawful wedlock, 
testate, subject to the life estates hereinbefore given, if} Section XVIII. The residue of the proceeds of the 
any, shall descend to, and be vested in the brothers and | sale of any real estate of an intestate, made by authori- 
sisters of the half blood of the intestate and their issue, | tygof law for the payment of debts, shall vest in the 
in like manner respectively, as is hereinbefore provid- persons entitled by this act to such real estate, in such 
ed, for the cases of brothers and sisters of the whole | proportions, and for the like interests, respectively, as 
blood, and their issue. they may have had in such real estate. 

Section VII. In default ofall persons hereinbefore de-| Section XIX. All such of the intestate’s relations and 
scribed, the real and personal estate of the intestate | persons concerned, who shall not lay legal claim to their 
shall descend to, and be distributed among the next of | respective shares, within seven years after the decease 
kin to such intestate. | of the intestate, shall be debarred from the same for- 

Section IX. Provided, also, that no person, whois not | ever. Provided, That if any such relation or person 
of the blood of the ancestor or other relation, from whom | shall, at the time of the decease of the intestate, be 
any real estate descended, or by whom it was given, or | within the age of twenty-one years, or a married wo- 
devised to the intestate, shall, in any case before mem- | man, he or she shall be entitled to receive and recover 
tioned, take any estate of inheritance therein; but such | the same, if he or she shall lay legal claim thereto, 
real estate, subject to such life estates as may be in ex- within seven years after coming to full age or discove- 
istence by virtue of this act, shall pass to, and vest in | rature. pS Fd 
such other persons, as would be entitled by thisact, if} Section XX. Nothing in this act contained, relative to 
the persons not of the blood of such ancestor, or other | the distribution of personal estate among kindred, shall 
relation, had never existed, or were dead at the decease | be construed to extend to the personal estate of an in- 
of the intestate. | testate, whose domicil at the time of his death was out 

Section X. In default of known heirs or kindred, com- | of this commonwealth, 
petent as aforesaid, the real estate of such intestate | 
shall be vested in his widow, or if such intestate were a REMARKS ON THE INTESTATE’S BILL. 
married woman, in her surviving husband, for such} The distribution of the property of an intestate by 


estate as the intestate had therein; and, in such case, | certain and equitable rules, is one of the subjects of 


the widow shall be entitled to the whole of the person- | legislation most important for the peace and order of 
al estate absolutely. 


society. The injustice of the English common law, 
Section XI. And whereas, it is the true intent and | which gave the whole real estate to the eldest son, was 
meaning of this act, that the heir at common law shal!! so obvious to cur ancestors, that one of the earliest 


not take in any case, to the exclusion of other heirs and acts of provincial legislation, had for its object to effect 
kindred, standing in the same degree of consanguinity a more general distribution among the children. Va- 
with him to the intestate, it is hereby declared, that in| rious acts were subsequently passed with the same 
every case which may arise, not expressly provided for | view, but still of a somewhat partial and limited nature 
by this act, the real, as well as the personal estate of an | until the act of 1794, the declared design of which was 
intestate, shall pass to, and be enjoyed by the next of | to establish a system of descents upon the basis of per- 
kin of such intestate, without regard to the ancestor or | fect equality among all the relations of an intestate in 
other relation, from whom such estate may have come. | the samedegree of consanguinity to him, Besides cer- 

Section XII. In default of such known heirs or kin- | tain provisions relating to the duties and liabilities of 


dred, widow or surviving husband, as aforesaid, the | administrators in respect to creditors, which we have 
real and personal estate of such intestate, shall go to, and | 


transferred to the bill relating to executors and admin- 

be vested in the commonwealth by escheat. | istrators, the act of 1794 contained a series of sections 
Section XLII. Descendants and relatives of an intes- regulating the transmission of real and personal estate, 
tate, begotten before his death, and born thereafter, | among the kindred of an intestate, which were proba- 
shall, in all cases, inherit and take, in like manner, as if! bly supposed to be sufficient for all cases that could 
they had been born in the lifetime of such intestate. | arise. Very soon after the passage of the act, however, 
Section XIV. Wherever by the provisions of this act, | cases occurred which had not been expressly provided 

it is directed that real or personal estates shall descend | for, and on the question being brought before the su- 
to or be distributed among several persons, whether | preme court it was determined by that tribunal that, as 
lineal or collateral heirs, or kindred, standing in the | the common law was the basis of our jurisprudence, 
same degree of consanguinity to the intestate, if there | its rules were paramount, wherever they were not ex- 
shall be only one of such degree, he shall take the | pressly abrogated by the legislature, consequently that 
whole of such estate, and if there be more than one, | in every omitted case the heir at common law took the 
they shall take in equal shares, and if real estate, shall | estate. This led to the act of 1797, which in another 
hold the same as tenants in common. series of sections, attempted to reach every supposable 
Section XV. The share of the estate directed by | event, by the enumeration of particulars, without how- 
thisact to be allotted to the widow, shall be in lieu and | ever providing by any general rule for omitted cases, 
full satisfaction of her dower at common law. of which some have occurred since the passage of this 
Section XVI. If any child of an intestate shall have | act. The acts then, of 1794 and 1797, contain our 
any estate by settlement of such intestate, or shall have | scheme or system of descent and distribution, and have 
been advanced by him in his lifetime, either in real or | received more praise for their intention, than for the 
personal estate, to an amount or value equal to the | manner in which the details are exhibited and declared, 
share which shall be allotted to each of the other chil- | Instead ofa classification of subjects or an arrangement 
dren of such intestate, such child shall have no share | of them, according to some obvious and familiar rule, 
of the real and personal estate of such intestate; and if} such as that of nearness of kindred, by which frequent 
such settlement or advancement be to an amount or | repetition would be saved, the acts ofassembly endeavor 
value less than the share to which he would otherwise | toaccomplish the effect by a constant specification of 
be entitled if no such advancement had been made, | cases. The result of thisis a great expense of time 
then so much only of the real and personal estate of such | and labor in arriving at the true meaning of the legisla- 
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ture, and sometimes perplexity and doubt which lead | the father and mother. This is copied from the 6th 


to frequent litigation. 

In the bill now submitted we have, besides consolida- 
ting all the provisions to be found in the acts of 1794 
and 1797, endeavoured so to arrange both the phrase- 


section of the act of 1794, and the 5th section of the 
act of 1797. 


Section VI. The sixth section provides for the trans- 
mission of the real estate to brothers and sisters of the 


ology and order of the sections as to make the system | half blood, in the event of their being no persons to 


obvious at once to the understanding, and by discarding 
redundancies and repetitions to reduce the volume of 
the bill and simplify its provisions. Our plan was to 


take as enumerated in the preceding sections. This 
is copied from the 11th section of the act of 1794, and 
the 7th section of the act of 1794, and the 7th section 


specify the estates and interests to be given in the order of the act of 1797. 


of preference, appropriating a section to each class of 
persons with the necessary and appropriate subdivi- 
sions. The order or arrangement will be seen from the 
following analysis: 

Section 1, The first section which is divided into 
three articles or paragraphs, is intended to provide for 
the widow and surviving husband, as the case be, of an 
intestate, and is derived from the 3d and 4th sections of 
the act of 1794, and from the 5th section of the act of 
1797, there being no other substantial alteration, than 
in the last clause, which gives to the surviving huband an 
estate for life in the real property of the wife, although 
there should be no issue of the marriage. It appears to 
us that the existing rule which makes the estate 
of the husband dependent upon the circumstance of 
there being issue born alive capable of inheriting, has 
in the present state of society and government, no suffi- 
cient or reasonable foundation. Derived, according to 
the better opinion, fromthe feudal system, and receiv- 
ing no support from analogies in our own or other codes 
of jurisprudence, it ought, we think, long since to have 
shared the fate of similar provisions of that system. Be- 


Section VII. The seventh section directs, that in de- 
fault of all persons previously mentioned, the real and 
personal estate shall go to the next of kin. This sec- 
tion is derived from the 12th section of the act of 1794. 
Section VIII. In the eighth section, we have restored 
to our law a provision which formed a part of the act of 
1705, and continued to govern the distribution of es- 
| tates until the passage of the act of 1794, from which 
| it was omitted; but whether through inadvertence or by 
| design, we have not the means of ascertaining. We in- 
| cline to attribute the omission to the former cause, since 
| the rule is of great antiquity, and seems to be impera- 

tively required by considerations of convenience almost 
| amounting to necessity. The Justinian code and the 
| English statute of distributions, (22 and 23 Charles 2d, 
| chap. 10.) contain the provision in the same words; and 
| it is believed to exist in most if not all of the laws of 

this Union. The doctrine of representation, or that 
rule by virtue of which the descendants of a deceased 
relation, to the most remote degree, are permitted to 
stand in the place of their ancestor, and to receive his 
share of an estate, if there be others of the same degree 





sides assimilating the estate of the husband to that of | of bees spears relation nae — eae — 
the wife, in this respect, the proposed alteration will | CUr 8™°* Se ee ie ae ea ee ee 


have the effect of lessening the amount of litigation by 
removing questions which have sometimes occurred 


respecting the birth of issue and the fact of its having 
been born alive, 


Section II. The second section provides for the lineal 
descendants of an intestate, whether children, grand chil- 
dren, or others. It is divided into four articles, which 
are derived from the 2d and 4th sections of the act of 
1794, without any alteration in matter or substance. 

Section III. In the 3d section we have incorporated 
the provisions of the 5th and 7th sections of the act of 
1794, respecting the father and mother of an intestate, 
with this alteration, that in the event of both father and 
mother surviving the intestate, the estate shall be en- 
joyed by them during their joint lives, and by the survi- 
vor ofthem. By the present law, in the case put, it is 
believed that, on the death of the father, the estate 


‘ants: but when it is applied to collateral kindred, it is 
} productive of serious evils. Thus, if one dies leaving 
| children and grand-children, the issue of,a deceased 

child, these grand-children, by the rule of representa- 
| tion, are allowed to stand in the place of their deceased 
parent and to take the share of such parent; and the 
same principle admits great grand-children, and even 
more remote descendants, to personate their deceased 
ancestors without, as already stated, any inconvenience. 
Where, however, one dies leaving no lineal descend- 
ants, but collateral kindred, as brothers and sisters and 
their descendants, or uncles and aunts and their de- 
scendants, itis obvious that the doctrine of representa- 
tion, by raising remote descendants to the level of any 
one of the brothers or sisters or uncles or aunts, who 
happened to be living, and consequently by requiring 
search to be made for such descendants, who are often 


: : scattered over a large part of our count 
would pass to collateral relations, leaving the mother woe wy eons 


perhaps destitute; a state of things which we are satis- 


fied was not within the-contemplation of the Legisla- 
ture. 


Section IV. The fourth section provides for the case 
of brothers and sisters and their descendants, and is de- 
rived from the 6th and 8th sections of the act of 1794, 


and the 5th and 7th section of the act of 1797. The} 


only alteration of the present law will be found in the 
2d article, which gives to nephews and nieces, where 
such only are living, an equal share of the estate, in- 
stead of dividing the estates among them, as at present, 
according to the stocks. Thus, if an intestate dies with- 
out nearer relations than the children of his deceased 
brothers, they will not take equally under the existing 


law; but the children of one brother will take one | 


share between them, the children of the next brother 
another share, and so on, thus producing sometimes 
great, and we think unnecessary inequality. The rule 


great delay and often great hardships. The extension 
of the rule beyond the boundaries provided in the codes 
of foreign countries and of our own union, has been fre- 
quently lamented by our most eminent judges and pro- 
fessional persons. Considering that the present system 
leads to a great increase and delay of litigation, the 
restoration of the old rule is submitted to the legislature 
as a measure of wisdom and prudence. 

Section IX. In the ninth section we have introduced 
as a general provision, a limitation of the course of de- 
scent of real estate, which is annexed to several sec- 
tions of the present law, viz: the fifth, sixth, seventh 

and eleventh sections of the act of 1794, and the fifth 

| and seventh sections of the act of 1797, confining the 
provision, however, to the case of real estate for which 

_ it seems to us most appropriate. 

Section X. The tenth section is copied from the act 

| of January 21,1819, and gives the whole estate toa 

| surviving husband or wife in the event of their being 


is different with respect to grand-children, and it ap-| no known heirs or kindred eompetent to take. 


pears to usdesirable that the law should be uniform and | 


harmonious in this, as wellas in other respects. 


Section XI. In the eleventh section we have endeav- 


n | ored to lay down a rule which shall forever and in all 
Section V. The fifth section declares, that in de- | 


fault of brothers and sisters of the whole blood and | 


cases prevent the real estate of a decedent going to the 
heir at common law to the exclusion of others in the 


their descendants, the real estate shall go absolutely to | same degree of consanguinity. We have already stated, 
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that in every case, not expressly provided for in the acts | rules applied to other classes of the community. Nor 
of 1794 and 1797, the doctrines of the common laware | do we think that foreigners are entitled to a continu- 
held to govern, for want of some broad and comprehen- | ance of the exclusive privileges which have been here- 
sive rule. We think that the one now suggested will | tofore granted tothem. In the present condition of 
leave no doubt on the subject andcarry out into the re- | things, when intercourse between even the most re- 
motest quarter the design of the legislature. The pro- | mote parts of the earth, is so frequent and rapid, the 
vision that the next of kin shall take in every case not | term of seven years is surely long enough to give every 
enumerated, will we believe sufficiently indentify the | foreigner an opportunity of laying claim to whatever 
party, asthe mode of computing kindred, by the rules, | property he may consider himself entitled;—and we 
namely of the civil law, is well understood and estab- | cannot bring ourselves to think that there is any hard- 


lished. 

Section XII. In the twelfth section we have for the 
purpose of completing the system, introduced the pro- 
vision in the act of 1787, declaring the event upon 
which the commonwealth is to take by escheat. 

Section XIII. The thirteenth section contains the 
provision of the tenth section of the act of 1794, some- 
what enlarged—the object being to confer on the pos- 
thumous descendants and relations of all descriptions, 
begotten in the life time of the intestate, the same 
rights which the act of 1794 gave to posthumous chil- 
dren. 

Section XIV. The fourteenth section contains a ge- 
neral rule providing for the case of an individual, if 
there be only one person in the nearest degree to the 
intestate, and also directing the manner in which real 
estate shall be held and enjoyed where it is distributed 
among several. This section was adopted to save the 
necessity of repeating the same or similar expressions at 
the close of several sections, in the manner pursued in 
the act of 1794. 

Section XV. The fifteenth section is copied literally 
from the thirteenth section of the act of 1794. 

Section XVI. The sixteenth section contains in sub- 
stance the provisions of the ninth section of the act of 
1794. 

Section XVII. In the seventeenth section we have 
provided a general rule, to save the necessity of repeat- 
ing in every section the phraseology necessary to indi- 
cate that none but persons born in lawful wedlock are 
competent to take. We believe that the proviso will 
be found sufficient; comprehensive and distinct. It 
will be perceived that it is not intended to include the 


case of ancestors or of husband and wife, to whom the | 


governing reasons for excluding illegitimates do not ap- 


ly. 

4 Section XVIII. The eighteenth section provides that 
the proceeds of real estate sold by authority of law for 
the payment of debts, shall still be considered as real 
estate, so far as regards the persons entitled to receive 
it and the extent of their interests. The provision is 
in conformity with the twentieth section of the act of 
1794 and with the decision of the supreme court in the 
case of Grider vs. McClay, (11 S.and R. 224. 

Section XIX. The nineteenth section contains the 
limitation existing in the 18th section of the act of 1794. 
The proviso annexed omits however the cases of ‘‘a 
person non compos mentis, in prison, or out of the United 
States.”” We conceive it to be the interest of the com- 
munity to reduce the number of exceptions to all acts 
of limitation, which have been justly described as acts 
of peace and harmony for society, and we submit that 
the particular cases omitted, ought not to stand in the 
way of the beneficial rule. In the case of persons of 
unsound mind, if the exception is continued, estates 
may remain unsettled for the term of perhaps a long 
life; and, where there is an interest in property, such 
persons will in all probability, have committees sufficient- 
ly attentive to lay claim to their shares in due season. 


ship in placing him on a footing in this respect, with 
our own fellow citizens. Should the legislature ap- 
prove of the alterations in the present instance, it is 
| our intention to carry them through the several acts of 
limitation. 

Section XX. The proviso in the last section in this 
| act, like that at the end of the act relating to wills, 
merely confirms the existing doctrines of the law, and 

has been added for the purpose of preventing any mis- 
construction of the general expressions used in the pre- 
ceding sections. It will be perceived that it applies on- 
ly to the casc of the distribution of personal estate among 
kindred. The question of the divison of the assets of 
an estate under such circumstances among creditors, 
belongs to another bill. 
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We were in hopes, from the almost total exemption 
of our city and suburbs, from the visitation of the chole- 
ra, forso longa season, that we should not have to re- 
cord any other cases than those noticed in a former 
number. Butfrom the 27th of July, to the present 
time, the number of cases has been gradually increas- 
ing. With but few exceptions, they have been confin- 
ed to the most filthy and crowded portions of the dis- 
tricts, and to a class of the population, whose habits of 
intemperance, and bad living, have seemed to mark 
them, wherever the disease has occurred, as the fittest 
subjects for its attack. In the present number, we have 
: a table of the several cases which have appeared, 
| 





and as far as practicable, theirlocalities, &c. It is our in- 
tention, to continue this weekly summary, derived from 
the records of the Board of Health. As the reports of 
the physicians have hitherto not been made in any pre- 
scribed form, in some cases, some desirable particu- 
lars are sometimes omitted, but asthe Board have now 
furnished a regular form, in which reports are to be 
made, we hope hereafter to render a more complete 
and uniform statement. The number of cases of every 
description reported up to yesterday, is about 152. 
The report from the first to the second, shows the num- 
ber forty; being an apparently large increase, on the 
report of the preceding day; but when it is noticed, 
that eighteen of these were from the Arch street prison 
and Alms-house, it will appear, that there was actually 
no great increase in the city and suburbs over the re- 
| port of the 31st and 1st, and on the 3d still less. ' 








The case of a person ‘‘in prison,” may have been wor- | 
thy of exception in former ages when prisons were on | HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


a different footing and often contained inmates of a dif-; A quarterly meeting of the Historical Society of 
ferent description from what the humanity of this age Pennsylvania, will be held at the Philosophical Hall, 


and country admits; but the reason no longer exists,and | : i 
; : ; eg over the Athenzum, on Monday evening the 16th in- 
it appears to us that there is nothing in the character or | . , y § 


condition of the present tenants of our prisons to re- | tant at 8 o’clock. Attendance is particularly requested. 
quire a departure for their benefit from the salutary J. R. TYSON, Secretary. 
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